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In order to address such systemic resistance, the European Union therefore must respond to possible socioeconomic impacts of the decarbonisation within its member states and particularly the affected regions. The
process of decarbonisation needs to be supported by proactive processes for developing new visions and
perspectives, to facilitate and cushion necessary structural transitions of the coal-mining sector in Europe.
In the past, structural policy has most often been applied in a reactive manner after the structural changes
had already unfolded. The classic responses can be categorized in two groups: interventions to bail out the
affected companies e.g. by providing generous subsidies or interventions to bail out the affected workers e.g.
through compensation payments or early retirement.

1/ Introduction
1.1

Structural challenges for European coal regions

The European Union needs to decarbonise its energy system at an unprecedented pace in order to build a
IXWXUHSURRIHFRQRP\DQGWRGHOLYHURQFRPPLWPHQWVPDGHLQWHUQDOO\VXFKDVWKH&RPPLVLRQ·V/RZ&DUERQ
Energy Roadmap, as well as globally through the adoption of the Paris Agreement.
The emissions reductions that the European Union has committed to are simply not feasible without an
DFFHOHUDWHG SKDVHRXW RI FRDOÀUHG SRZHU SODQWV &OLPDWH$QDO\WLFV  $W WKH VDPH WLPH UHQHZDEOH
energy technologies are on the rise, with high growth rates and rapidly falling prices. Emissions-free operation,
GLVWULEXWHGHQHUJ\JULGVEHQHÀWVWRKXPDQKHDOWKDQGDGHPRQVWUDEOHVKDUHLQNHHSLQJWKHHDUWK·VVXUIDFH
temperatures at manageable levels should make sunsetting coal a no-brainer. Yet it is not that easy.
$GHFDUERQLVDWLRQRIWKH(XURSHDQHQHUJ\V\VWHPQHHGVWREULQJYHU\GLIIHUHQWDQGVRPHWLPHVFRQÁLFWLQJ
policy realms into harmony:
f

Environmental concerns clearly point towards a fast-paced coal phase-out, especially in the case of most
carbon intensive use of lignite / brown coal.

f

Yet, economic realities necessarily limit the speed that these processes can achieve, as local and
national economies need to adjust to new circumstances and have to internalise new structures for
continued and sustainable economic development under changed economic and industrial parameters.
It is increasingly acknowledged also by representatives from industry that ambitious mitigation ac-tions
may yield substantial business opportunities in many sectors (BCG and Prognos 2018). But even if a
WUDQVIRUPDWLRQRI(XURSH·VHQHUJ\V\VWHPPD\EHHFRQRPLFDOO\EHQHÀFLDOIRUWKH8QLRQDVDZKROHLWVWLOO
presents coal regions with a structural challenge that needs to be carefully planned and managed in order
to not crash local, or even national, economies.

f

The third and in our view the most desirable option is to pursue a preventive mode of structural policy
that focusses on the affective regions. The basic idea is to establish effective innovation systems, develop
alternative and more sustainable industries and to invest in labour market infrastructure, labour mobility and
vocational (re)training.
The decarbonisation of the EU is a collective challenge - however, a challenge that will produce winners and
losers. From what we know, it seems to be clear that European coal mining regions will be among the biggest
losers. There are therefore at least two important reasons why the phase-out of coal mining and use should be
supported from the European level. Normatively, because the principle of European solidarity would demand
balancing out between winners and losers of the decarbonisation challenge. And pragmatically, because we
will achieve a deep decarbonisation of the EU if and only if systemic change resistance is overcome and
change resistance is particularly strong in the affected mining regions.
The European Union already has an instrument in place that is particularly well suited to provide the required
support: the EU cohesion policy with its European Structural and Investment Funds (ESIF) and particularly
the Cohesion Fund (CF), the European Social Fund (ESF), and the European Regional Development Fund
(ERDF). While other instruments may be available at the European level (European Commission 2017d,
 WKHVKDUHVFRSHDQGYROXPHRIWKHVHIXQGVPDNHWKHPWKHÀUVWFKRLFHIRUWKLVVWXG\
Also, structural policy instruments and funding opportunities may be available on the national level. Though,
many countries have aligned their own structural policies with the European level and may not currently have
dedicated structural policy instruments implemented on their own. This is for example the case in Germany.
,QRUGHUWRHQVXUHPD[LPXPHIÀFDF\LWZRXOGRIFRXUVHEHQHFHVVDU\WRDOLJQDQGKDUPRQLVHWKHVWUXFWXUDO
policy instruments across the European, national and subnational governance levels in a consistent way.1

Finally, social concerns are pivotal in the design of a coal phase-out process. Regions where coal is
PLQHG DQG XVHG IDFH VRPH PDVVLYH FKDOOHQJHV IRU WKHLU FLWL]HQV· FRQWLQXHG OLYHOLKRRGV DV WKH FRDO
industry is still a very important source of employment and income there. Again, a coal phase-out may
in all likelihood have a positive employment effect for the EU as a whole, but for it to be acceptable,
HPSOR\PHQWRSSRUWXQLWLHVQHHGWREHSUHVHQWLQ(XURSH·VFRDOUHJLRQVDVZHOOLIWKLVSURFHVVLVQRWWROHDG
to social disruption.

&RDO UHJLRQV KDYH KLVWRULFDOO\ SOD\HG D NH\ UROH LQ PDQ\ FRXQWULHV· HFRQRPLF DQG VRFLDO GHYHORSPHQW
&RQVHTXHQWO\WKH\KDYHDVWURQJSROLWLFDODQGVRFLHWDOLQÁXHQFHZKLFKPDNHVVWUXFWXUDOFKDQJHSURFHVVHV
GLIÀFXOW7KLVLVHYHQPRUHWUXHLQFRXQWULHVWKDWDUHHFRQRPLFDOO\OHVVVWURQJDQGIDFHHFRQRPLFDQGVWUXFWXUDO
challenges anyways, as is the case in a number of Southern and Eastern European Member States. For
WKHVHFRXQWULHVFRDOUHJLRQVDUHQRWRQO\VLJQLÀFDQWSROLWLFDOSRZHUVLQWKHPVHOYHVEXWDOVRPDMRUHFRQRPLF
assets, which they will not give up lightly.

4

In the light of the polluter pays principle, it is not desireable to pursue the former option. Mining companies
bear a great responsibility not only for the re-cultivation of mining sites but also for their employees. Bailing out
the workers should be seen as a last resort. While such measures may prevent the worst social disruptions,
it is usually extremely costly and may not resolve the structural changes. Focussing on the individual workers
also may risk disregarding the ripple effects in the labour market of the closure of mines. Even if the laid-off
ZRUNHUVÀQGQHZMREVZLWKJHQHURXVUHWUDLQLQJDQGVXSSRUWWKH\PD\WDNHDZD\MRERSSRUWXQLWLHVRIWKHLU
sons and daughters (Caldecott, Sartor, and Spencer 2017).

1

A systematic assessment of strucutral policy instruments and funding opportunities at the national and subnational level is beyond
the scope of this study.
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1.2

Objective of the study

Phasing out coal is possible - the Limburg Case
In the beginning of the 1960s, Limburg, a region in the south-east of the
1HWKHUODQGVZDVGXHWREHFRPHWKHÀUVW(XURSHDQUHJLRQWRVXFFHVVIXOO\VXQVHW
its coal mining industry. This early example of a successful transition yields a
QXPEHU RI LQVLJKWV IRU WKH QHFHVVDU\ VWUXFWXUDO FKDQJH SURFHVVHV LQ (XURSH·V
FRDOUHJLRQ·VHYHQLILWLVQRWZLWKRXWFDYHDWV
,QWKHHDUO\VJDVDFOHDQHUPRUHÁH[LEOHHQHUJ\VRXUFHWKDQFRDOZDV
expected to deeply change the energy system - not dissimilar to what we now
know renewable energy sources have accomplished. The Limburg region at that
time was a major coal mining region in the Netherlands, and considered crucial
to Dutch national energy security. After gas had been found in the north of the
Netherlands (Groningen Province), the Dutch Minister of Economic Affairs, Den
Uyl, presented a plan to close the 11 active Limburgian mines over the coming
years, in favour of an uptake of a new industry based on gas.
Interestingly, this plan was not driven by short-term economic realities, but by a
long-term view on anticipated market conditions in the future, and associated
forward-looking policies. However, the plan would never have been successful
were it not for a number of other crucial design factors.
First of all, the phase-out was designed to be a collective process. While the
process was to be led by the state, the mine management, and importantly the
unions, had a strong voice, and it was guaranteed that new job opportunities
would be created equally to the job losses incurred from the closures. In fact,
XQLRQV LQ FRPPXQLRQ ZLWK WKH PLQHV· PDQDJHPHQW ZHUH DEOH WR VHFXUH WKLV
strongly enough that “no closure without new employment” was subsequently
taken up by the Dutch government as a pillar of the structural change process.
The process was further helped by a common understanding between the
stakeholders that the new technology was a superior alternative to coal. There
seems to have been broad agreement that early closures would be preferable
because the company would still be able to guarantee good conditions, whereas
DÀQDQFLDOGRZQWXUQZRXOGOHDGWRPXFKJUHDWHUWXUPRLO

The EU can and should play a role in facilitating transformational change away from coal mining (especially
lignite) and in particular in mitigating social and economic hardship that may occur in the course of these
transitions. A thorough understanding of the utilisation of existing policy instruments and their relation to coal
mining is a prerequisite for designing effective policy instruments that help regions to adjust to imminent
changes, and to drive the transformation in a socially and economically just way.
7RWKLVHQG WKLVVWXG\RXWOLQHVVSHFLÀF WUDQVIRUPDWLRQFKDOOHQJHVLQNH\(XURSHDQ FRDODQG OLJQLWH PLQLQJ
regions, namely of Aragon in Spain, Lusatia in Germany, Silesia in Poland and Western Macedonia in Greece.
7KHVWXG\SURYLGHVDEULHIVXPPDU\RIWKHUHJLRQV·VRFLRHFRQRPLFVWUXFWXUHLQFOXGLQJWKHUROHRIFRDOPLQLQJ
therein.
7KH FRUH RI WKH VWXG\ LV DQ DVVHVVPHQW RI KRZ H[LVWLQJ (XURSHDQ VWUXFWXUDO LQVWUXPHQWV VSHFLÀFDOO\ WKH
European Structural and Investment Funds (the ESI Funds) are utilized in the region.
Content of the study
The study starts out with a brief overview on the European Structural and Investment Funds (the ESI Funds)
including objectives, rules and allocation processes as well as monitoring requirements (see following
section). Chapter two is dedicated to outlining our analytic design. Chapter three forms the core of this study.
For the four cases presented here, we each give a brief overview over the main socio-economic factors, the
role of coal in each region, and an analysis of the us of structural funding in the respective region. Chapter
IRXUV\QWKHVLVHVRXUFDVHVWXG\UHVXOWVWRSUHVHQWVRPHDJJUHJDWHFKDOOHQJHVDQGÀQGLQJVRQWKHSULQFLSDO
XVHVRI(8VWUXFWXUDOIXQGLQJUHVRXUFHV&KDSWHUÀYHFRQFOXGHVWKHVWXG\ZLWKVRPHUHFRPPHQGDWLRQVIRU
future reforms of European structural funding vis-à-vis the coming coal phase-out challenges.

1.3

Background on EU structural funding

Regional policy is a strong instrument for structural change in European member states. It helps member states
and regions adapt to new circumstances, be it economic or environmental, and transports policy priorities of
the European level to the ground. European regional policy focuses strongly on the less developed regions of
the Union, allowing them to develop and reach comparable levels of wealth and development faster in order
to reduce social and economic inequalities between EU members.

Finally, the transition process was carefully managed over a period of 25 years,
despite a number of setbacks and periods of uncertainty in the 1970s, leading
WKH UHJLRQ LQWR D GLYHUVLÀHG DQG VXFFHVVIXO SRVW DQG QHRLQGXVWULDO HFRQRP\
that not only relies on industries, but to an increasing extent also on science and
health, logistics and other, service-oriented sectors.

Since 1988, the European Union has integrated its efforts in structural policies and funding under a common
FRKHVLRQSROLF\6LQFHWKHQWKHEXGJHWIRUGHYHORSLQJ(XURSH·VUHJLRQVLQDQLQWHJUDWHGIDVKLRQZLWKFRPPRQ
JRDOVDQGVSHFLÀFUHJLRQDOIRFLKDVLQFUHDVHGWR(85ELOOLRQIRUWKHFXUUHQWEXGJHWLQJSHULRG
IRUWKHÀYH(XURSHDQ6WUXFWXUDODQG,QYHVWPHQW)XQGV WKH(6,)XQGV )RUVRPH(XURSHDQ0HPEHU
6WDWHV LQYHVWPHQWV WKURXJK WKH (6, )XQGV UHSUHVHQW D VLJQLÀFDQW VKDUH RI WKHLU WRWDO SXEOLF LQYHVWPHQW
ÀJXUHVDWRYHUIRUWZHOYHPHPEHUVWDWHVDQGHYHQEH\RQGIRU&URDWLDDQG3RUWXJDOLQWKHFXUUHQW
programming period. For the four case study countries the share is about 53% (Poland), 36% (Greece), 16%
(Spain), and 4% (Germany) (European Commission 2017e).

At the moment, the Netherlands are facing another need for a coal transition the closure of the mines did not eliminate coal from electricity generation, and
coal still constitutes nearly 13%of the national energy consumption. International
climate commitments, strong environmental regulations nationally, and a vocal
civil society are pushing the Dutch government forward to a renewed transition
process. Its predecessors of the 1960s may provide helpful lessons learned in
this regard.

While this report does not focus on climate protection and adaptation, it is clear that structural policies and
programmes with a view to sunsetting coal mining and use, and to enabling regional pathways to a lowFDUERQ HFRQRP\ KDYH VLJQLÀFDQW LPSDFW SRWHQWLDO RQ JUHHQKRXVH JDV HPLVVLRQV 7KH (XURSHDQ FOLPDWH
SROLF\JRDOVWKHUHIRUHSURÀWPDVVLYHO\IURPDSURDFWLYHUHJLRQDOSROLF\7KH&RPPLVVLRQ·VUHSRUWKLJKOLJKWV
that. Europe-wide, over 25% of ESI funding is planned for climate-related projects (ibid.).

(see Gales and Hölsgens 2017 for an in-depth analysis of the Limburg case)
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Categorization of Regions
© European Commission, 2014 - ISBN 978-92-79-34922-5 - doi:10.2776/96987 - KN-01-13-867-EN-C

Each European region is assigned to
one of three categories depending on its
regional gross domestic product (GDP)
per capita in relation to the EU average
(European Union 2013):
Less developed regions with GDP per
capita below 75% of EU27 average
Transition regions with GDP per capita
between 75% and 90% of EU27 average
More developed regions with GDP per
capita above 90% of EU27 average
7KH(8KDVHDUPDUNHGDÀ[HGVKDUHRIWKH
overall budget to each of the respective
regions so that lesser developed regions
DQG WUDQVLWLRQ UHJLRQV FDQ EHQHÀW IURP
PRUH JHQHURXV ÀQDQFLDO VXSSRUW WKDQ
their more developed counterparts.
Moreover, the categorization determines
WKH PD[LPXP FRÀQDQFLQJ UDWH WKDW
is provided and correspondingly the
necessary share of own contribution.
The case study regions pertain to the
following categories: Aragon, more
developed region; Lusatia and Western
Macedonia, transition regions; Silesia,
less developed region.

Figure 1
Overview of the categorization of
European regions for the 2014-2020 programming
period. Source: (European Commission 2014a)

www.ec.europa.eu/regional_policy
www.ec.europa.eu/esf

8
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1.3.1 7KH(XURSHDQ8QLRQ·V(6,)XQGV

f

the European Regional Development Fund, ERDF, designed to promote balanced development in
different EU regions;

f

the European Social Fund, ESF, in support of employment and human development;

In order to ensure that in particular the objective of sustainable growth can be achieved, (EU) No 215/2014
LQFOXGHVD´FRHIÀFLHQWIRUWKHFDOFXODWLRQRIVXSSRUWWRFOLPDWHFKDQJHREMHFWLYHVµ(DFKFRXQWU\VKDOOLQGLFDWH
LQLWVSDUWQHUVKLSDJUHHPHQW VHHEHORZ KRZWKHSURSRVHGDFWLYLWLHVDOLJQZLWKWKH(8·VREMHFWLYHWRGHYRWHDW
least 20% of the budget to climate change objectives. For this purpose, each project type is assigned with a
FRHIÀFLHQWRIHLWKHURUWKDWKHOSVWRFDOFXODWHWKDWFRQWULEXWLRQ)RUH[DPSOHDFWLYLWLHVUHODWHG
WR UHQHZDEOH HQHUJ\ DQG HQHUJ\ HIÀFLHQF\ EXW DOVR LQYHVWPHQWV LQ F\FOH WUDFNV DQG IRRWSDWKV IHDWXUH D
FOLPDWHFRHIÀFLHQWRI:KHUHDVLQYHVWHPHQWVLQUHWUDLQLQJODERXUPRELOLW\RU,&7LQIUDVWUXFWXUHZKLFK
are deemed particularly relevant for the structural challenges implied by the phase-out of coal mining and
XVHDUHQRWFRQVLGHUHGWRFRQWULEXWHWRWKHFOLPDWHREMHFWLYHVDQGKHQFHIHDWXUHDFOLPDWHFRHIÀFLHQWRI]HUR

f

the Cohesion Fund, especially funding countries with a Gross National Income that is less than 90% of
EU avarage;

1.3.3 Partnership Agreements

7KH (XURSHDQ 8QLRQ KDV HVWDEOLVKHG ÀYH PDMRU IXQGLQJ PHFKDQLVPV DV WKHLU VRFDOOHG 6WUXFWXUDO DQG
Investment Funds, or ESI Funds:

f

the European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development, EAFRD, which focuses on rural areas of the
EU; and

f

the European Maritime and Fisheries Fund (EMFF), aiding coastal communities to adapt, and to
SURPRWHVXVWDLQDEOHÀVKLQJ

Together, these funds have more than EUR 450 billion at their disposal, with the largest part of the funding
(EUR 351.8 billion) available for use in European cohesion policy through ERDF, ESF, and Cohesion Fund,
which are at the core of this analysis.
The ESI Funds follow a common three-pronged goal to support members states and regions in achieving
smart, sustainable, inclusive growth in their current seven-year period (2014-2020). This links the ESI Funds
WRWKH(8·V(XURSHVWUDWHJ\ZKLFKKDVWKHVDPHEDVLFJRDOVHW

1.3.2 Rules and Objectives
*HQHUDOO\DOOÀYH(6,)XQGVIROORZDFRPPRQUXOHVHW7KH&RPPRQ3URYLVLRQV5HJXODWLRQ &35  5HJXODWLRQ
(8 1R  (XURSHDQ8QLRQ KDVGHÀQHGD&RPPRQ6WUDWHJLF)UDPHZRUNWKDWSHUWDLQVWR
all ESI Funds, and common standards for all programmes. It further requires all European member states
to develop a so-called Partnership Agreement that is used for access to all ESI Funds. In alignment with the
Europe 2020 strategy, the CPR sets eleven thematic objectives as subsets to the three-pronged goal for
JURZWKWKDWLQWHUYHQWLRQVÀQDQFHGWKURXJKWKH(6,)XQGVPD\IRFXVRQ
f

10

Smart growth:
t Strengthening research, technological development and innovation;
t Enhancing access to, and use and quality of, ICT;
t Enhancing the competitiveness of small and medium enterprises (SMEs), of the agricultural sector
IRUWKH($)5' DQGRIWKHÀVKHU\DQGDTXDFXOWXUHVHFWRU IRUWKH(0)) 

f

Sustainable growth:
t Supporting the shift towards a low-carbon economy in all sectors;
t Promoting climate change adaptation, risk prevention and management;
t 3UHVHUYLQJDQGSURWHFWLQJWKHHQYLURQPHQWDQGSURPRWLQJUHVRXUFHHIÀFLHQF\
t Promoting sustainable transport and removing bottlenecks in key network infrastructures.

f

Inclusive growth:
t Promoting sustainable and quality employment and supporting labour mobility;
t Promoting social inclusion, combating poverty and any discrimination;
t Investing in education, training and vocational training for skills and lifelong learning;
t (QKDQFLQJ LQVWLWXWLRQDO FDSDFLW\ RI SXEOLF DXWKRULWLHV DQG VWDNHKROGHUV DQG HIÀFLHQW SXEOLF
administration.

As a further link to the Europe 2020 strategy, member states have to relate their ESI Fund Partnership
$JUHHPHQWV WR DFKLHYLQJ WKH (XURSH  JRDOV DQG WR DOVR DGGUHVV FRXQWU\VSHFLÀF UHFRPPHQGDWLRQV
DULVLQJIURPWKH(XURSHDQ6HPHVWHUWKH(8·VDQQXDOSURJUHVVDQDO\VLVWRZDUGVDFKLHYLQJWKH(XURSH
goals. If new relevant country recommendations are issued, the European Commission can ask member
states to update their Partnership Agreements.
The content of the Partnership Agreement needs to address how ESI Fund interventions contribute to the EU
SULRULWLHVLQWKHFRXQWU\IROORZLQJDIDLUO\GHWDLOHGVHWRIUHSRUWLQJHOHPHQWVLQFOXGLQJDPRQJRWKHUVWKH(8·V
climate change objectives, administrative capacities of implementing authorities, and the priority areas for
FRRSHUDWLQJXQGHUWKH(6,IXQGIUDPHZRUN7KH3DUWQHUVKLS$JUHHPHQWDOVRLQFOXGHVWKHFRXQWU\·VSURSRVHG
OLVWRISURJUDPPHVWREHLPSOHPHQWHGWKURXJK(6,)XQG FR ÀQDQFLQJ7KH3DUWQHUVKLS$JUHHPHQWDVZHOO
as every proposed programme is subject to negotiation between the Commission and the EU member state
before a go-ahead-decision is made, and funding is committed to implement the approved programmes.
Civil society and other stakeholders may take part at these negotiations at the programming as well as the
management stage. Overall management of programmes on the national level is organised by specialised
management authorities appointed by the countries.

1.3.4 Monitoring and reporting
The Commission is responsible for monitoring the implementation of each approved programme, as well as
WKHFRQWLQXHGÀWRIWKH3DUWQHUVKLS$JUHHPHQWVZLWKRYHUDOO (8 SROLF\REMHFWLYHV 0HPEHU VWDWHVKDYH WR
present annual implementation reports for each programme, again linking them to the achievement of the
Europe 2020 strategy.
In 2017 and 2019, countries are also required to hand in progress reports on the goals they have set themselves
DWWKH3DUWQHUVKLS$JUHHPHQWOHYHODVZHOODVWKRVHDULVLQJIURPWKHFRXQWU\VSHFLÀFUHFRPPHQGDWLRQV
In 2017 and 2020 the Commission also publishes the Cohesion Report that draws on all information on
European cohesion policy.
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t development of endogenous potential;
t promoting sustainable and quality employment and supporting labour mobility; promoting social
inclusion,

t combating poverty and any discrimination; investing in education, training and vocational training
for skills and lifelong learning;

t HQKDQFLQJ LQVWLWXWLRQDO FDSDFLW\ RI SXEOLF DXWKRULWLHV DQG VWDNHKROGHUV DQG HIÀFLHQW SXEOLF

2/ Study Design

administration; and

t technical assistance.

For each European coal mining region (Lusatia, Germany / Western Macedonia, Greece / Aragon, Spain /
Silesia, Poland) analysed in this report, a case study was developed based on two empirical pillars:
f

$ JHQHUDO GHVFULSWLRQ RI WKH UHJLRQ LQFOXGLQJ VRFLRHFRQRPLF IDFWV VSHFLÀFDOO\ KLJKOLJKWLQJ WKH UROH
of coal use and mining for the region, including historic developments, current trends and likely future
FKDOOHQJHV7KLVDQDO\VLVLVGRQHEDVHGRQVFLHQWLÀFUHSRUWVVWDWLVWLFDOGDWDDQGH[SHUWNQRZOHGJHRIWKH
staff developing the case study.

f

A detailed assessment of how European Structural and Investment Funds are currently being used in
the region. This assessment is the core of this study and aims to answer the question, to which degree
(XURSHDQIXQGVIRUWKHUHJLRQDUHFXUUHQWO\EHLQJXVHGVSHFLÀFDOO\WRVXSSRUWWKHQHFHVVDU\WUDQVLWLRQ
challenges, coal mining regions are facing.

The desk-based analysis of project lists (see below for a more detailed description of the analytical steps) has
been particularly suitable as it provides an accessible way of generating an overview about the spending of
ESI funds in the respective regions. Another advantage is that, due to the standardized coding, it allows for
some degree of comparability among the regions. Yet, the approach is also limited in important ways. First
and foremost because the assessment is based on self reported aims/description of the projects. The data
only allows for a generic assessment of the intended outputs of the relevant projects, not an evaluation of the
actual outcomes let alone their longer-term impacts with respect to facilitating socio-economic adjustments in
the regions (see also box on p44).

2.1

Appraisal of ESI Funds

Categories for ESI objectives

Material used to assess ESI funds
)RUWKHVDNHRIWKLVVWXG\ZHIRFXVRQFXUUHQWRSHUDWLRQDOSURJUDPPHV SHULRG FRÀQDQFHG
by European Structural and Investment Funds (ESI Funds). Pursuant to Regulation No. 1303/2013
Art. 115.2, member states are obliged to maintain detailed project lists including information on inter
alia a project summary, location of the project, type of intervention, area of economic activity, project
value and funding provided by the EU. These lists ought to be updated at least every six months
(European Union 2013; European Commission 2014b). We will employ these project lists as a basis
for our assessment.
7KHOLVWVDUHPDLQWDLQHGLQQDWLRQDOODQJXDJHV6LQFHWKHSURMHFWWHDPLVQRWSURÀFLHQWLQ*UHHNQRU
Polish, the information was not easily accessible. While most of the data provided in the lists applies
standardized codes, to access the most relevant parts – project name and summary – we had to revert
to machine translation using “Google translate”. While the results are certainly not perfect, machine
translation provides us with enough information to assess the relevance of a project and its potential
structural effect.
7KH UHJXODWLRQ (XURSHDQ &RPPLVVLRQ E  VSHFLÀHV  QXPEHUHG LQWHUYHQWLRQ FDWHJRULHV IRU
applicable projects under nine main headings:

t productive investment;
t infrastructure providing basic services and related investment;
t social, health and education infrastructure and related investment;
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To assess how the projects co-funded with ESI funds relate to coal mining and structural challenges from
decreasing coal mining and coal use we developed four catagories:
f

Direct effect on coal transition: Projects in this category are considered to directly respond to challenges
from decreasing coal use and coal mining. This includes: retraining programmes for former employers of
WKHFRDOVHFWRULQQRYDWLRQDQGVXSSRUWZKLFKDLPVDWDGLYHUVLÀFDWLRQRIWKHLQGXVWU\EDVHLQWKHUHJLRQ
projects which create local employment opportunities outside the coal sector.

f

Reinforcing coal: This category relates to all efforts which support the existing coal mining and coal use
infrastructure. It includes innovation in technologies, which are primarily applied for coal mining and use
as well as infrastructure investment directly related to coal.

f

Ambiguous toward coal related structures: Some projects are in our view ambiguous in their probable
effect - they combine aspects that support a transition away from coal with aspects that could increase
VWUXFWXUDOGHSHQGHQFLHV2QHH[DPSOHDUHFRDOÀUHGFRPELQHGKHDWDQGSRZHULQIUDVWUXFWXUHLQYHVWPHQWV
7KH\KHOSWRLQFUHDVHWKHHQHUJ\HIÀFLHQF\WKXVGHFUHDVHWKHXVHRIFRDOLQWKHVKRUWWHUP+RZHYHUWKH\
structurally support a mid- to long-term dependency on coal use, since a phase-out of coal would lead to
stranded assets.

f

General structural support: In this category we classify projects which generally support structural
development in the region but are neither direct support for a coal related economy nor do they explicitly
support alternatives. This very broad category includes e.g. investments in transport infrastructure and
primary education - both of which are necessary for regions to develop opportunities beyond coal, but
would equally support regions, which plan to rely on coal. Also included in this category are projects, which
generally address social cohesion (e.g. gender balance, care for the elderly etc.) or cultural heritage.
*HQHUDOO\DQ\SURMHFWQRWFODVVLÀHGLQRQHRIWKHWRSWKUHHFDWHJRULHVZDVFRQVLGHUHGWREHRIJHQHUDO
structural support.
Phasing-out Coal, Reinventing European Regions
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f

8QFODVVLÀHG )RU D PLQRULW\ RI SURMHFWV WKH JLYHQ LQIRUPDWLRQ ZDV QRW VXIÀFLHQW WR PDNH DQ\ UHOLDEOH
assessment at all. This was only the case for the Lusatia case study. Here for some projects only titles
were given, but no project summary. So it was not possible to assess to which of the four categories they
would belong to.

Analytical steps
For each project region, the empirical data consists of lists with many thousand projects. Thus it was necessary
to assess this data in a tiered approach:
,QLWLDOO\DUHJLRQDOÀOWHUZDVDSSOLHGWRLGHQWLI\SURMHFWVLQWKHFDVHVWXG\UHJLRQ7RWKLVHQGZHLGHQWLÀHGD
list of municipalities and/or counties in which coal mines are located for each case region. All projects located
LQRQHRIWKHLGHQWLÀHGPXQLFLSDOLWLHVFRXQWLHVZHUHVHOHFWHG3URMHFWVWKDWOLVWWKHHQWLUHUHJLRQSURYLQFHDV
location as well as national projects were also included in the initial selection. Owing to the regional focus of
the research question, projects of national scope, however, were not included in the more detailed analysis.
In a second step all projects were assessed based on their intervention code. As described above EU
UHSRUWLQJ FODVVLÀHV DOO IXQGV LQ  LQWHUYHQWLRQ FRGHV 0RVW RI WKHVH FRGHV FRXOG EH DWWULEXWHG WR RQH RI
our assessment categories: 39 codes were considered to have a direct effect on coal transition (example:
HQHUJ\ HIÀFLHQF\ IRU KRXVLQJ ERWK UHGXFHV HQHUJ\ GHSHQGHQFH RI FRDO DQG FUHDWHV ODUJHO\ ORFDO HP
ployment opportunities). 62 codes were considered as general structural support (example: road transport
infrastructure). 22 codes were considered to need individual checking on a project by project basis (example:
innovation in large industries could both include development of new coal conveyor belts (thus be labelled as
reinforcing coal) or research in a new IT company (thus be labelled as direct effect on coal transition). The
FDWHJRULVDWLRQEDVHGRQLQWHUYHQWLRQFRGHVZDVGRQHEDVHGRQH[SHUWMXGJPHQWRIÀYHUHVHDUFKHUVRIWKH
Wuppertal Institute with a broad background (climate policy, energy policy, regional development) employing
a double blind process.
In a third step projects were assessed on a project by project basis. This (quite time consuming) effort
was undertaken for all projects belonging to the 22 intervention codes that require individual checking.
Additionally, the whole database (which includes project titles as well as short project summaries) was
searched for key words relating to coal and coal mining. Finally, random control samples were taken from
projects of all intervention codes e.g. the projects with highest individual budget were checked on a project
by project basis, irrespective of the intervention code.

2.2

Complementary qualitative assessment

The tier 2 analysis of the structural effect required a thorough review of all relevant project summaries.
This provided us with a good overview of how and for what kind of projects European funds are applied in
WKHUHJLRQ7KHUHYLHZFRPSOHPHQWVWKHTXDQWLWDWLYHDQDO\VLVZLWKTXDOLWDWLYHÀQGLQJVHJE\KLJKOLJKWLQJ
exemplary projects that are particularly suited to couching imminent structural change and/or projects that,
contrary to that, further lock in path dependencies and hence hinder the coal phase-out. Again it should be
noted that we do not assess the effectiveness of the individual on-going projects within the regions at all. Our
assessment exclusively builds on available project summaries and descriptions, and in the highlighted cases
additional research.
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In this chapter, we present four short case studies of selected coal-mining regions in Europe representing a
YDULHW\RIVSHFLÀFFLUFXPVWDQFHVWKDWZHEHOLHYHFDQSDLQWDJRRGSLFWXUHRIWKHFKDOOHQJHVUHJLRQVIDFHLQ
WKHLUHIIRUWVWRZDUGVDQHFRQRPLFGLYHUVLÀIDWLRQEH\RQGWKHUHOLDQFHRQFRDOEDVHGLQGXVWULHV

3/ Regional Case Studies

f

Aragon, Spain, as an example of opencast brown coal mining in an economically-challenged member
state.

f

Lusatia, Germany, as the driving force of an otherwise structurally challenged region especially impacted
by the fall of the Iron Curtain;

f

Silesia, Poland,DVDQH[DPSOHIRUWKHVWURQJLQÁXHQFHRIFRDOPLQLQJDVDFRUHDVVHWRIDQ(DVWHUQ
European member state;

f

Western Macedonia, Greece, as an example for the importance of a lignite mining region in an
economically-challenged Southern member state, where coal is by large the main fuel source for electricity
generation.

The proposed cases not only outline the high diversity of special circumstances that make structural change
processes challenging, but also showcase a wide variety of options for support through European Union
regional development.

3.1

Poland: Silesia

Quick Facts Silesia
General Information
Population
GDP per Capita [EUR]
Share of industry on GDP(2014)
Unemployment Rate (2015)
Role of Coal in the Region
Coal Output (2016)
Coal Type
Employment in coal

Main companies

Power Plants Capacity
Electricity Generation (National)
Coal (share)
Renewable* (share)

Figure 2
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regional
4.536.000
20.600
35%
7%

national
38.006.000
19.800
26%
8%

59.2 million tonnes
hard coal
80,000
Polska Grupa Górnicza,
Jastrzbska Spóka Wglowa,
Tauron Wydobycie,
Przedsibiorstwo Górnicze
Silesia
9,000 MW
2000
2015
95%
81%
3%
14%

Overview of case study regions. Source: own illustration.

Phasing-out Coal, Reinventing European Regions

17

3.1.1 Role of Coal in the Region
Mining and energy
6LOHVLD LV ERWK 3RODQG·V DQG (XURSH·V ODUJHVW KDUG FRDO PLQLQJ UHJLRQ DFFRXQWLQJ IRU DURXQG RI WRWDO
Polish hard coal resources at 46.9 billion tonnes, and spanning an area of around 5,600km² (Euracoal
2017b; Polish Geological Institute 2017a, 2017b). Whilst steam coal constitutes the predominant type of
FRDOLQWKHUHJLRQWKHUHLVDOVRDVLJQLÀFDQWVKDUHRIFRNLQJFRDODVZHOODVDVPDOODPRXQWRIDQWKUDFLWH
(Polish Geological Institute 2017b; Euracoal 2017b). In 2016, 59.2 million tonnes were mined in Silesia,
ZKLFK HTXDWHV WR RI 3RODQG·V KDUG FRDO SURGXFWLRQ 3ROLVK *HRORJLFDO ,QVWLWXWH E  6LOHVLDQ KDUG
coal is mainly used for electricity production, accounting for nearly 50% of all Polish power generation in
 (XUDFRDOE 0RUHRYHU6LOHVLDDFFRXQWVIRURI3RODQG·VHPLVVLRQVERWKWKURXJKFRDOÀUHG
electricity and heat generation, but also Silesian industry (The Climate Group 2016).
Whilst hard coal is now only produced in the Upper Silesian Coal Basin, it is important to note that the Lower
Silesian Coal Basin was also operative until 2000 (Polish Geological Institute 2017a). Mining ceased for
HFRQRPLF UHDVRQV LQ SDUW GXH WR GLIÀFXOW PLQLQJ FRQGLWLRQV7KH UHPDLQLQJ FRDO UHVHUYHV LQ WKLV DUHD DUH
estimated at around 424 million tonnes (Polish Geological Institute 2017a).
All operational hard coal mines in Poland bar one are located in Silesia. Four mining companies operate in
WKHUHJLRQ3ROVND*UXSD*yUQLF]D-DVWU]ĕEVND6SyãND:ĕJORZD7DXURQ:\GRE\FLHDQG3U]HGVLĕELRUVWZR
Górnicze Silesia. These control 19 active hard coal mines,2ÀYHKDUGFRDOSRZHUSODQWV 5\EQLN-DZRU]QR
Laziska, Bielsko-Biala, Tychy) and one lignite power plant (Belchatow) in Silesia, amounting to a total capacity
of about 9 GW.
During the Communist era, all major mining companies were state-owned. Since the early 1990s, companies
have gradually been opened up to private investors, but the state usually still has a stake in coal mining
companies to a certain extent. The biggest company by far is the state-owned Polska Grupa Górnicza, which
was responsible for 65% of total Polish hard coal production between 2007 and 2015. The second most
VLJQLÀFDQWSOD\HULV-DVWU]ĕEVND6SyãND:ĕJORZDUHVSRQVLEOHIRURIWRWDO3ROLVKKDUGFRDOSURGXFWLRQ
between 2007 and 2015, with a 56% state share.
0LQLQJKDVEHHQDGHÀQLQJIHDWXUHRI6LOHVLDVLQFHWKHWKFHQWXU\ZKHQWKHUHJLRQWUDQVIRUPHGLQWRDPDMRU
mining and industry hub and, consequently, an urban centre. During the Communist era, coal grew to be a
PDMRUSLOODURIERWKWKHHFRQRP\DQGHPSOR\PHQW:RUNHUVZHUHRIIHUHGVWDEOHMREVYDULRXVÀQDQFLDODQG
RWKHUEHQHÀWV0LQHRSHUDWRUVDOVRLQYHVWHGLQVRFLDOLQIUDVWUXFWXUHVXFKDVVFKRROVRUKRVSLWDOV 6]SRU 
$VRIWKHVWKH6LOHVLDQPLQLQJVHFWRUKDVXQGHUJRQHVLJQLÀFDQWPRGHUQL]DWLRQWRLPSURYHSURGXFWLYLW\
ZKLOVWVLPXOWDQHRXVO\FXWWLQJGRZQRQHPSOR\PHQW 8U]ćG0DUV]DãNRZVNL:RMHZyG]WZDŊOćVNLHJRD
Euracoal 2017b).
7KLVKDVEHHQGXHWRGLIÀFXOWPDUNHWFRQGLWLRQVZLWKLQWHUQDWLRQDOFRPSHWLWLRQRIIHULQJFRDODWORZSULFHV
Polish companies needed to adapt to the new situation by modernising, increasing productivity and cutting
costs. Hard coal production has decreased by around 60%, while employment has fallen by nearly 80% since
the 1990s (Euracoal 2017b). At the end of 2016, about 80,000 people were employed in hard coal mining in
6LOHVLD :LOF]\ĸVNLDQG'HUVNL 1RQHWKHOHVVWKHKDUGFRDOPLQLQJVHFWRULQ6LOHVLDVWLOOJHQHUDWHV
RIWRWDOLQGXVWU\UHYHQXHVLQWKHUHJLRQ :LOF]\ĸVNLDQG'HUVNL 
Socio-economic characteristics

6LOHVLDDFFRXQWVIRURI3ROLVK*'3 7KH&OLPDWH*URXS KRZHYHUWKHUHDUHVLJQLÀFDQWGLVSDULWLHV
in GDP within Silesia. The sub-region GDP per capita ranges from €14,128 in 2013 in Katowice to €7,576
in 2013 in Bytomskie. Unemployment rates cover a similar range; average unemployment was around 8% in
ZLWKDUDQJHIURPLQ7\VNLWRLQ%\WRPVNLH 8U]ćG0DUV]DãNRZVNL:RMHZyG]WZDŊOćVNLHJR
2014b, European Commission 2017). Unemployment is particularly high among the younger population –
RIWKHXQHPSOR\HGDUHXQGHUWKHDJHRI 8U]ćG0DUV]DãNRZVNL:RMHZyG]WZDŊOćVNLHJRE 
,QRIWKHUHJLRQ·VSRSXODWLRQZHUHLQHPSOR\PHQWZLWKDURXQGWZRWKLUGVRIHPSOR\HHVDJHG
EHWZHHQDQG 8U]ćG0DUV]DãNRZVNL:RMHZyG]WZDŊOćVNLHJRE 7KHSURSRUWLRQRIHPSOR\PHQW
in the services sector has increased correspondingly with the decrease of work in construction and mining
8U]ćG0DUV]DãNRZVNL:RMHZyG]WZDŊOćVNLHJRE 
In 2015, the two most important economic sectors in Silesia were services and industry. Services accounted
for 52% of the Silesian economy, while industry – consisting of coal, iron and zinc mining as well as the
automobile, building materials, chemical and machinery equipment industries – amounted to 37% (The
Climate Group 2016). The Silesian industry sector is responsible for 35% of gross value added in the region
(The Climate Group 2016). This is due to the fact that Silesia is home to numerous companies belonging to
automobile (and related) industries – Silesia is now the largest automobile producer in Poland – as well as
business process outsourcing, logistics and manufacturing sectors. Well-known companies are Fiat or Opel,
but also mining technology companies such as FAMUR or mine operators such as Kompania Weglowa S.A
(European Commission 2017b). Historically, mining as well as the iron and steel industries were the most
VLJQLÀFDQWFRQWULEXWRUVWRWKH6LOHVLDQHFRQRP\KRZHYHUZLWKWKHGHFOLQHLQWKHUROHRIKDUGFRDOWKHHQHUJ\
,7DQGPDFKLQHU\LQGXVWULHVDVZHOODVWKHDXWRPRELOHDQGIRRGVHFWRUVKDYHJURZQLQLPSRUWDQFH 8U]ćG
0DUV]DãNRZVNL:RMHZyG]WZDŊOćVNLHJRE 
General research and development (R&D) expenditures in Silesia are lower than the Polish and EU average.
5 'PHUHO\DFFRXQWVIRURIWKHFRXQWU\·V*'3ZKHUHDVWKH3ROLVKDYHUDJHVLVDQGWKH(8
average is 2.03%. Business R&D is especially low, standing at 0.32% of GDP, compared to the Polish
average at 0.38% and the EU average at 1.29%. Just over 18% of investments in the manufacturing sector
are allocated for R&D (European Commission 2017b).
Silesia is also home to higher education institutions such as the University of Silesia in Katowice, the Centre
of Innovation, Technology Transfer and Development, the Silesian University of Technology or the Technical
8QLYHUVLW\RI&]ĕVWRFKRZD LELG 
Culture, challenges and future trends
'XHWRLWVORQJVWDQGLQJLPSDFWRQWKHUHJLRQDODQGQDWLRQDOHFRQRP\DQGSHRSOH·VOLYHVLQJHQHUDOKDUGFRDO
plays a large role in Silesian culture as well as Polish culture (Dzieciolowski and Hacaga 2015). Although its
HFRQRPLFLPSRUWDQFHLVGHFUHDVLQJKDUGFRDOVWLOOFRQVWLWXWHVDVLJQLÀFDQWSDUWRI6LOHVLD²QRWRQO\LQÀQDQFLDO
but also in socio-cultural terms. Membership in trade unions is very high, and the major mining companies are
fully or partially state-owned, bringing major revenues to the surrounding communities. Thus, there is strong
entanglement between politics, the economy and the workforce in the coal sector (Szpor 2017). Previous
attempts at re-structuring the hard coal sector have been met by heavy protests and strikes by the unions,
which mobilise very quickly on issues that affect their livelihoods (Dzieciolowski and Hacaga 2015). As coal
is regarded as a means of energy security whilst also boosting both the local and national economy, different
stakeholders from companies, workers and communities to political parties generally strongly opposed to any
reduction of coal use.

Silesia is located in the South of Poland, bordering on the Czech Republic. Around 4.6 million people live in
the region, making it the second most populated region in Poland. Moreover, around 9 million people live
ZLWKLQNPRI6LOHVLD·VFDSLWDO.DWRZLFH7KHDUHDQRWRQO\KDVDKLJKSRSXODWLRQGHQVLW\EXWLVDOVRWKH
PRVWLQGXVWULDOLVHGDQGXUEDQLVHGDUHDLQ3RODQG 8U]ćG0DUV]DãNRZVNL:RMHZyG]WZDŊOćVNLHJRE7KH
Climate Group 2016).
2
 =HVSRORQD .:. 52: =HVSRORQD .:. 5XGD .:. 3LDVW=LHPRZLW .:. 6RŋQLFD .:. %ROHVãDZ ŊPLDã\ .:. :LHF]RUHN
.:.:XMHN.:.0\VãRZLFH:HVRãD.:.0XUFNL6WDV]LF.:.6RŋQLFD.:.%RU\QLD=RÀyZND-DVWU]ĕELH.:.%XGU\N.:.
.QXUyZ6]F]\JãRZLFH.:.3QLyZHN=*1RZH%U]HV]F]H=*-DQLQD=*6RELHVNL.:.6LOHVLD:ĕJORNRNV.:.%REUHN3LHNDU\
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3.1.2 Use of Structural Funding in the Region
Amount of EU Co-Financing

Poland is the single largest recipient country of funding from ESI Funds. Under current planning, Poland will
receive a total of more than EUR 86 billion in the 2014-2020 period (European Commission n.d.). According
to the project list provided by the Polish Government, a total of just over EUR 27 billion has been allocated
so far (Ministry of Development of the Republic of Poland 2017). About 20 % of that money is related to
WKHFDVHVWXG\UHJLRQ2XUDQDO\VLVLGHQWLÀHGDWRWDORISURMHFWVLQWKHUHJLRQ UHJLRQDODQGQDWLRQDO 
WKDWFROOHFWLYHO\UHFHLYH(85ELOOLRQRYHUWKHSHULRGWKRXJKWKHOLRQ·VVKDUHRIWKLVEXGJHW
LV DOORFDWHG WR SURMHFWV RI QDWLRQDO VFRSH ,Q RXU DQDO\VLV ZH LGHQWLÀHG D WRWDO RI  UHJLRQDO SURMHFWV
collectively receiving EUR 1.617 billion (6% of the national total). The share of projects and the amount of
FRÀQDQFLQJSURYLGHGIURP(6,)LVLOOXVWUDWHGLQFigure 3, below.
The money is channelled through a series of operational programmes. Of particular interest for this study are
the national programmes “Digital Poland”, “Infrastructure and Environment”, “Knowledge Education Growth”,
“Smart growth” as well as the regional operational programme for the Silesian Voivodeship.

Number of projects
regional
projects,
5%

national
scope,
6%

not in
region,
89%

    
regional
projects,
6%

not in
region,
81%

national
scope,
13%

(excl. national projects)
Direct effect on coal
transition
27%

Ambiguous towards
coal
1%
General structural
support
72%

Reinforcing coal
0.3%

Figure 4
6KDUHRIWKHWRWDORI(85ELOOLRQ H[FOQDWLRQDOSURMHFWV RI(6,)FRÀQDQFLQJDOORFDWHG
to pro-jects in Silesia
Source: own illustration, based on Ministry of Development of the Republic of Poland (2017)

Figure 5SURYLGHVDEUHDNGRZQRIWKHDOORFDWLRQRI(6,)FRÀQDQFLQJZLWKUHVSHFWWRWKHDUHDRILQWHUYHQWLRQ
By far the largest share of the funding is dedicated to infrastructural projects, and in transport infrastructure in
particular. Again the projects mentioned above (A1 motorway and sustainable urban transport) are dominating
the portfolio. Projects promoting sustainable and quality employment and supporting labour mobility also take
up a considerable share of the budget and are particularly relevant when it comes to cushioning adverse
socio-economic effects of phasing out coal mining and burning.
Figure 6 indicates the assessment of the structural effect of the respective projects. It comes at no surprise
WKDWWKHYDVWPDMRULW\RIWKHSURMHFWVLGHQWLÀHGDVUHOHYDQWWRVWUXFWXUDOFKDQJHLQWKHÀUVWVWHSRIRXUDQDO\VLV
are appraised to feature a potential to support structural change in the sense that it prepares the region to
adequately adapt to the socio-economic changes induced by a phase-out of coal.

Figure 3
Shares of the total of 20,433 ESIF supported projects (left) and of the total of EUR 27.058
billion of ESIF co-funding allocated to projects in Poland (right).
Source: own illustration, based on Ministry of Development of the Republic of Poland (2017)

%\ DQDO\VLQJ WKH FDWHJRU\ RI LQWHUYHQWLRQ RI HDFK OLVWHG SURMHFW ZH LGHQWLÀHG WKDW WKH PDMRULW\ RI (8 FR
ÀQDQFLQJLVDOORFDWHGWRSURMHFWVWKDWDUHLQDEURDGVHQVHUHOHYDQWWRVWUXFWXUDOFKDOOHQJHVZLWKUHVSHFWWR
coal phase-out (see Figure 4). This is true whether or not projects with national scope are included.
What is striking is the fact that a very small number of projects in the “general structural support” category (25
incl. and 12 excl. national projects) consume a disproportionate share of the ESIF contributions to the region.
By far the largest individual position is the expansion of the A1 motorway that connects the Katowice area to
âyGťDQGIXUWKHUWR:DUVDZ7KLVSURMHFWDORQHUHFHLYHV(6,)FRÀQDQFLQJZRUWK(85PLOOLRQ7KHRWKHU
projects in this category are mostly projects in the area of sustainable urban transport, and for example entail
the purchase of low-emission and/or electric buses. The projects were included in this category because they
improve the economic structure, accessibility, attractiveness and competitiveness of the region and hence
prepare the region for the structural challenges associated with a phase-out of coal mining and burning, but
they do so on a very general level and irrespective of the future of coal.
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Figure 5 6KDUH(6,FRÀQDQFLQJSHUDUHDRILQWHUYHQWLRQLQ6LOHVLD H[FOQDWLRQDOSURMHFWV 
Source: own illustration, based on Ministry of Development of the Republic of Poland (2017)
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Figure 6 2YHUYLHZVWUXFWXUDOHIIHFWRI(6,)XQGFRÀQDQFLQJSHUDUHDRILQWHUYHQWLRQLQ6LOHVLD H[FOQDWLRQDOSURMHFWV 
Source: own illustration, based on Ministry of Development of the Republic of Poland (2017)

7KHUHDUHRQO\UHJLRQDOSURMHFWVWKDWZHUHLGHQWLÀHGDVDFWLYHO\UHLQIRUFLQJVWUXFWXUDOGHSHQGHQFLHV 
including national projects, with the additional two together receiving less than EUR 0.5 million over the
funding period). All of the projects involved private companies and where either direct productive investments
or support for research and development activities for technologies directly associated with coal mining. The
WRWDODPRXQWRI(6,)FRÀQDQFLQJDOORFDWHGWRDFWLYLWLHVWKDWUHLQIRUFHVWUXFWXUDOGHSHQGHQFLHVLV(85
PLOOLRQ RIWKHUHOHYDQWUHJLRQDO(6,)FRÀQDQFLQJ 7KLVLVWKHJRRGQHZV´%HDFRQRIFRDOµSURMHFWV
VXFK DV WKH &OHDQ &RDO 7HFKQRORJ\ &HQWUH WKDW ZDV FRÀQDQFHG ZLWK QHDUO\ (85  PLOOLRQ LQ WKH SUR
gramming period 2007-2013 are not featured in the portfolio of the current programming period any longer
(European Commission 2011).
Two areas of investment are of particular interest when it comes to facilitating socially and economically
viable structural change. (1) A strong economic base, i.e. competitive and innovative enterprises that
can compensate eventual economic losses in the coal sector, and (2) a well functioning labour market in
combination with an educational system of tertiary training and activation measures to offer re-training for laid
RIIFRDOZRUNHUVDQGWRKHOSVWKHPÀQGQHZHPSOR\PHQW

Figure 7 %UHDNGRZQRI(6,FRÀQDQFLQJIRUSURMHFWVLQWKHPDLQFDWHJRULHV¶SURPRWLQJVXVWDLQDEOHDQGTXDOLW\HPSOR\PHQW
DQGVXSSRUWLQJODERXUPRELOLW\·DQG¶HGXFDWLRQWUDLQLQJDQGYRFDWLRQDOWUDLQLQJIRUVNLOOVDQGOLIHORQJOHDUQLQJ·LQWKH6LOHVLDQFRDO
mining region (excl. national projects).
Source: own illustration, based on Ministry of Development of the Republic of Poland (2017)

Projects dedicated to employment, the performance of the labour market and tertiary education including
vocational training make up for a surprisingly large share of the overall budget. A total of EUR 236.66 million
has been allocated to a total of 386 mostly small-sized projects.
:KLOHSURMHFWVLQWKHFDWHJRULHVRI¶DFFHVVWRHPSOR\PHQWLQFOORQJWHUPXQHPSOR\HGDQGLQDFWLYHSHRSOH·
¶ODERXUPDUNHWLQWHJUDWLRQRI\RXQJSHRSOH·¶6XSSRUWLQJVHOIHPSOR\PHQWDQGHQWUHSUHQHXUVKLS·¶LPSURYLQJ
WKHODERXUPDUNHWUHOHYDQFHRIHGXFDWLRQDQGWUDLQLQJV\VWHPV·DQG¶HQKDQFLQJDFFHVVWROLIHORQJOHDUQLQJ·
can lay important foundations for the region to adjust swiftly to imminent structural changes, the most relevant
FDWHJRU\LVDOVRWKHODUJHVWLQWHUPVRIWKHYROXPHRI(6,)FRÀQDQFLQJUHFHLYHG¶DGDSWDWLRQRIZRUNHUV
HQWHUSULVHVDQGHQWUHSUHQHXUVWRFKDQJH·,QIDFWWKHUHDUHDWRWDORISURMHFWV DPRQJLQWKHHQWLUH
category) that explicitly focus on employees of companies undergoing restructuring and/or suffering the
negative effects of economic change with a priority treatment to (former) employees of mining companies.
However, these kinds of projects are all relatively small and appear to be piecemeal. The largest project
FRYHUVUHWUDLQLQJIRURQO\SHUVRQVRXWRISURMHFWVOLVWWKHQXPEHURIEHQHÀFLDULHVDQGWKHWRWDOFRXQW
RISHUVRQVEHQHÀWWLQJLVDPHUHSHRSOH$OVRLQWHUPVRIEXGJHWDOORFDWLRQWKHVHNLQGRILQWHUYHQWLRQV
receive only marginal support relative to the overall portfolio. Collectively the 16 projects have been allocated
DWRWDORI(85PLOOLRQ7KLVLVVWLOOOHVVWKDQWKH(85PLOOLRQWKDWKDYHEHHQLGHQWLÀHGDVIXQGLQJWKDW
directly reinforces structural dependencies with respect to coal in the region.

Unfortunately, the data in the project list does not provide enough granularity to further assess how ESIF
funds are spent to support enterprises through productive investments and support for R&D and business
GHYHORSPHQW0RUHWKDQKDOIRIWKHSURMHFWVLQWKHUHVSHFWLYHLQWHUYHQWLRQFDWHJRULHVOLVW´RWKHUXQVSHFLÀHG
PDQXIDFWXULQJLQGXVWULHVµRU´RWKHUXQVSHFLÀHGVHUYLFHVµDVWKHLUDUHDRIHFRQRPLFDFWLYLW\
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3.2

Greece: Western Macedonia

Socio Economic Characteristics

Quick Facts Western Macedonia
General Information
Population (2015)
GDP per Capita [EUR]
Share of industry on GDP (2014)
Unemployment Rate (2015)

regional
276.000
18,200
47%
31%

national
10.858.000
19,600
13%
25%

Role of Coal in the Region
Coal Output (2015)
Coal Type
Employment in coal
Main companies
Power Plants Capacity
Electricity Generation (National)
Coal (share)
Renewable* (share)

35.7 million tonnes
brown coal (lignite)
6.000
PCC (mostly state owned)
3,060 MW
2000
2015
64%
43%
9%
29%

The Western Macedonia Region, one of the less populated areas in the country, is located in the northwestern part of Greece, boarding Albania and the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia. It consists of the
regional units Kozani, Grevena, Kastoria and Florina. The capital is Kozani with 71,000 inhabitants (Hellenic
Statistical Authority 2011). The closest city is Thessaloniki, located 130 km east of Kozani.
Over the past 50 years the population of Western Macedonia has decreased by 11.5% from 1961 to 2014.
The remaining population is increasingly ageing with a majority of people over 65 years. About 49% of the
production and 23.9 % of employees of Western Macedonia are located in the secondary sector, which is
dominated by lignite mining and electricity production. Most of the jobs in this sector are in the PPC, so the
region largely depends on that company. In terms of unemployment, Western Macedonia is rated 9th among
all European Regions with an unemployment rate of 27.6% in 2014 (WWF Greece 2016). Still, Western
Macedonia fares relatively well with per capita GDP higher than in many other Greek regions (see Figure 1
above).

*wind, PV, solar thermal, geothermal, hydro, waste, biofuels

3.2.2 Use of Structural Funding in the Region
3.2.1 Role of Coal in the Region
Mining and Energy
7KH :HVWHUQ 0DFHGRQLDQ 5HJLRQ LV *UHHFH·V PDLQ DUHD IRU OLJQLWH SURGXFWLRQ :LWK DQ DPRXQW RI 
PLOOLRQWRQQHV  WKHUHJLRQFRQWULEXWHVDURXQGWRWKHFRXQWU\·VOLJQLWHSURGXFWLRQ (XUDFRDOD 
The region holds 4 remaining power plants, all operated by the mostly state-owned company Public Power
Corporation (PPC). Together the power plants Agios Dimitrios (1114 MW), Meliti (289 MW), Amyntaio (546
0: DQG.DUGLD 0:  ::)*UHHFH SURGXFHRIWKHWRWDOOLJQLWHÀUHGHQHUJ\FDSDFLW\LQ
Greece (Public Power Corporation 2016). In total, lignite has a share of 31.6% in Greek electricity generation
(2016) (OECD and IEA 2017a). Furthermore, coal combustion emits 37% (2015) (OECD and IEA 2017a) of
the total CO2 emitted by Greece.
Up until 1938, lignite in Western Macedonia was mainly used as a substitute for wood in heating. Western
Macedonia started to exploit its lignite resources at an industrial scale in 1939. With a total lignite deposit of
1.8 billion tonnes the Kozani, Ptolemaida, Amyntaio and Florina mining areas cover more than one-eighth of
WKHUHJLRQ·VWRWDODUHD &KDW]LWKHRGRULGLV.RORNRQWHVDQG9DVLOLDGLV 7KHÀUVWOLJQLWHÀUHGSRZHUVWDWLRQ
/,372/ZDVSODQQHGLQLQ3WROHPDLGDLQLWLDWLQJWKHULVHRIOLJQLWHÀUHGHOHFWULFDOSRZHULQ*UHHFH2YHU
time, six power stations (Agioas Dimitrios, Amyntaio, Meliti, Kardia, Ptolemaida and Liptol) with a capacity of
ca. 4 GW were built by PPC. The company is now the largest employer in the region, providing 6.3 % of all
jobs and 45.9 % of the direct job opportunities in the secondary sector (WWF Greece 2016).
However, the share of lignite in electric power production in Greece has decreased from 69.8% in 2002 to
38% in 2015, which not only lead to shutting down two power stations, but also promoted an increase in the
share of RES, natural gas and hydro power (WWF Greece 2016). Although there is a positive development
WRZDUGVDUHQHZDEOHHQHUJ\V\VWHP33&VWLOOSODQVWREXLOGWZRPRUHOLJQLWHÀUHGSRZHUSODQWVLQ:HVWHUQ
Macedonia (Ptolemaida V and Meliti II) (Public Power Corporation 2016). The onset of a transformation
LQHQHUJ\SURGXFWLRQDOVRDIIHFWHGWKHUHJLRQ·VHPSOR\PHQW)LUVWOD\RIIVKDYHWDNHQSODFHDPRQJPLQLQJ
contractors and an estimated 1,000 jobs are under threat with PPC (WWF Greece 2016).
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Under the current planning, Greece will implement 7,345 projects under the European Structural and
Investment Funds (ESIF). The funding accounts to EUR 6.7 billion with a total budget of EUR 8.4 billion in the
SHULRG (XURSHDQ&RPPLVVLRQQG 2XUDQDO\VLVLGHQWLÀHGSURMHFWVLQWKHUHJLRQRI:HVWHUQ
Macedonia with a funding of EUR 215 million and a total budget of EUR 265 million.

Number of projects

not in the
region,
93%

in the
region,
7%

    

not in the
region,
97%

in the
region,
3%

Figure 8 Shares of the total of 7,345 ESIF supported projects (left) and of the total of EUR 6.7 billion of
ESIF co-funding allocated to projects in Greece (right).
Source: own illustration, based on (Ministry of Economy and Development 2017)

The projects in the region show a strong focus on social aspects such as trainings for the unemployed,
lifelong learning, etc. Overall there are 101 projects in the operational programme “Human Resources
'HYHORSPHQW (GXFDWLRQ DQG /LIHORQJ /HDUQLQJµ RXW RI ZKLFK  ZHUH LGHQWLÀHG DV SURMHFWV ZLWK D GLUHFW
effect on the coal transition in the region. Another focus is the development of social and public infrastructure
ZLWKLQWKHRSHUDWLRQDOSURJUDPPHV´5HIRUPLQJ3XEOLF'RPDLQµDQG´7HFKQLFDO6XSSRUWµ7KHÀUVWFRQWDLQV
organisational and administrative projects in the public sector and the latter mainly comprises equipment,
PDWHULDOVRIWZDUHDQGRWKHUWHFKQLFDOVXSSRUWIRURIÀFHVWKDWZHUHFODVVLÀHGDVKDYLQJDUDWKHULQGLUHFWHIIHFW
with regard to structural change in the region.
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Number of projects

General
structural
support
88%

Of special interest are the operational programmes “Competitiveness and Business Innovation” with 51
projects and “Western Macedonia” with 68 projects. They aim at economic development and job creation in
the region, and support “SMEs to become more competitive and innovation-driven” (European Commission
2017c). The projects comprise technical and social infrastructure projects as well as funding for SMEs and
LQGXVWU\WKDWZHUHFODVVLÀHGDVKDYLQJDGLUHFWHIIHFWRQWKHFRDOWUDQVLWLRQRQWKHUHJLRQ2WKHUVKDYHDPRUH
indirect effect but are important nevertheless, such as the improvement of water infrastructure in several
municipalities.

Direct
effect on
coal
transition
26%

General
structural
support
74%

Direct
effect on
coal
transition
12%

The operational programme “Infrastructure Transport, Environment and Sustainable Development” comprises
only 14 projects. Nevertheless, these projects account for almost EUR 52 million and EUR 44 million of EU
FRÀQDQFLQJ2QO\WKHSURJUDPPH´:HVWHUQ0DFHGRQLDµKDVDKLJKHUVKDUHRIHOLJLEOHFRVWVLQWKHUHJLRQZLWK
(85PLOOLRQDQG(85PLOOLRQFRÀQDQFLQJ

Figure 9
Shares the total of 500 ESI Fund supported projects (left) and of the total of EUR 265 million of ESIF co-funding
allocated to projects in Greece with direct effects on the coal transition in the region and rather general structural support and
indirect effects (right).
Source: own illustration, based on (Ministry of Economy and Development 2017)
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Figure 10
2YHUYLHZVWUXFWXUDOHIIHFWRI(6,)XQGFRÀQDQFLQJSHUDUHDRILQWHUYHQWLRQLQ6LOHVLD H[FOQDWLRQDOSURMHFWV 
Source: own illustration, based on (Ministry of Economy and Development 2017).
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Germany: Lusatia
Jobs in lignite mining, Lusatia

Quick Facts Lusatia

80.000
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50.000

8,300
mining only: 5,600
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7,200 MW
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0

1970

10.000
1972
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44%
31%

1968

2000
53%
8%

1966

62.3 million tonnes
brown coal (lignite)

90.000

1964

Main companies
Power Plants Capacity
Electricity Generation (National)
Coal (share)
Renewable* (share)

81.198.000
35,800
26%
5%

1962

Employment in coal

1.100.000
n/a
30%
10%

national

1960

Population
GDP per Capita [EUR]
Share of industry on GDP(2014)
Unemployment Rate (2015)
Role of Coal in the Region
Coal Output (2016)
Coal Type

regional

1958

General Information

1974

3.3

3.3.1 Role of Coal in the Region
Mining and energy
/XVDWLD LV *HUPDQ\·V VHFRQG ODUJHVW OLJQLWH PLQLQJ UHJLRQ ,Q   PLOOLRQ WRQQHV ZHUH PLQHG KHUH
FRUUHVSRQGLQJ WR   RI *HUPDQ\·V OLJQLWH SURGXFWLRQ ,Q /XVDWLD  RI WKH OLJQLWH SURGXFHG LV EHLQJ
XVHGIRUWKHJHQHUDWLRQRIHOHFWULFLW\DQGKHDW LQ&+3SODQWV 7KHUHDUHWKUHHOLJQLWHÀUHGSRZHUSODQWVLQ
the region (Jänschwalde: 3 GW; Schwarze Pumpe: 1.6 GW; Boxberg: 2,6 GW), 49,3 TWh in 2016 (Lausitz
Energie Bergbau AG 2017).
Mining is done exclusively in open pit mining in four sites (Nochten, Reichwalde, Welzow-Süd and Jänschwalde)
covering a mining area of 87,000 hectares. Mining activities date back to 1815. Industrialised mining has
strongly increased in the early 20th century, when lignite was used for electricity generation, coal briquette
production (as a heating fuel), and as a basic raw material for the chemical industry in the region. From the
1950s on, mining production was further increased as lignite was the only major domestic energy source for
East Germany. In 1988 almost 80,000 miners were employed in the region, producing 200 million tonnes of
OLJQLWH$IWHUWKHUHXQLÀFDWLRQRI*HUPDQ\SURGXFWLRQSOXPPHWHGLQRQO\WRQQHVZHUHSURGXFHG
by only 8,000 miners (see also Figure 11). Lignite was less and less used for heating purposes, and large
parts of the chemical industry in the region were shut down. The remaining industry used oil as a basis. Finally
the power plants were modernised, thus using less lignite for the same amount of electricity generated. Many
mines were shut down. An area more than 55,000 hectares was recultivated - thus transformed into farmland,
forests and lakes.

Figure 11
Jobs in lignite mining in Lusatia – historic development. Between 1990 and 1999 direct jobs in lignite mining in
/XVDWLDGHFUHDVHGIURPWR$VRIGDWDLQFOXGHVHPSOR\HHVLQOLJQLWHÀUHGSRZHUSODQWV
Source: own illustration, based on (Statistik der Kohlenwirtschaft e.V. 2016).

In the 1990s and early 2000s a massive modernisation effort was undertaken in both mining and power
SODQWV )XUWKHUPRUH WKH UHJLRQ WULHG WR SRVLWLRQ LWVHOI LQ GHYHORSLQJ HIÀFLHQW DQG FOHDQ FRDO WHFKQRORJLHV
including setting up corresponding research capacities. The largest German CCS test site in Ketzin is located
in the region. How-ever, public acceptance for CCS is too low in Germany to be pursued further. Against this
EDFNJURXQGDQG*HUPDQ\·VFOLPDWHWDUJHWVWRGD\WKHTXHVWLRQRIDOLJQLWHSKDVHRXWLVKHDYLO\GHEDWHGERWK
at the national level and in the region. In any case, all energy scenarios point to a further decrease both in
lignite mining and use within the next decades.
Mining and power plants are both run by LEAG, which combines the companies Lausitz Energie Bergbau AG
(mining) and Lausitz Energie Kraftwerke AG (generation). They are owned by the Czech energy company
(QHUJHWLFNìD3UśP\VORYì+ROGLQJ (3+ DQG33),QYHVWPHQWV7KHIRUPHURZQHU9DWWHQIDOOKDGSDLG(85
1.7 billion when selling its lignite assets in Lusatia in 2016 in order to cover for future liabilities of postmining recultivation needs. In 2017 LEAG announced not to pursue plans for new power plants in the region
anymore, and also reduced its plans for extending the mining areas due to the energy policy debate in
Germany (Agora Energiewende 2017).
Socio-economic characteristics
Lusatia is located in the east of Germany, close to the Polish border. Factually, the region stretches across
the border, but for this report only the German part of Lusatia is considered. The region extends to two
German states: the larger, northern part of Lusatia is located in Brandenburg, while the smaller, southern part
is located in Saxony. Lusatia is a rural area with 1.1 million inhabitants. The largest city is Cottbus (100,000
inhabitants). The closest urban agglomerations are Dresden (to the south), Leipzig (to the west) and Berlin
(north of Lusatia).
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Lusatia shows many features of a structurally weak region in Germany. This has been the case for more
than 25 years, and is projected to remain thus in the foreseeable future. Due to the economic decline
DIWHU UHXQLÀFDWLRQ LQ  PDQ\ SHRSOH KDYH PRYHG RXW RI WKH UHJLRQ UHVXOWLQJ LQ D QHW SRSXODWLRQ ORVV
of 18% between 1995 and 2015 (Markwardt and Zundel 2017). In some of the counties (Landkreise) with
formerly high mining activities, population even decreased by 30% (Ragnitz, Markwardt, and Schwarzkopf
forthcoming). Population projections predict a further decline (25% between 2015 and 2040) which would
correspond to a steeper decline compared to neighbouring regions (Agora Energiewende 2017), Markwardt
et al. 2016). Since especially young people left the region in the search for new jobs, the average age is
above German average. Unemployment is at 10%, again higher than the German average, but comparable
to other structurally weak regions of East Germany or the Ruhr area (s. Figure 12) (Agora Energiewende
2017), Albrech, Fink, and Tiemann 2016). However, Lusatia also shows signs of economic recovery after the
breakdown in the 1990s when unemployment rates in the mining areas were at 20% - twice as high as today.

,Q FRPSDULVRQ WR RWKHU UXUDO DUHDV LQ *HUPDQ\ /XVDWLD·V GHJUHH RI LQGXVWULDOLVDWLRQ LV KLJK DOPRVW 
of GDP). The mining, energy and water sector strongly contributes to both jobs and economic wealth
FUHDWLRQ+RZHYHUWKHUHJLRQLVRQDSDWKZD\WRZDUGVGLYHUVLÀFDWLRQ7KHIRXULQGXVWU\VHFWRUVIRRG DQG
food processing), chemicals, metal and mechanical engineering contribute to roughly 50% of the more than
80.000 jobs in industry in Lusatia (Kluge et al. 2014).
Culture, challenges and future trends
&XOWXUDOO\PLQLQJDQGHQHUJ\LVGHHSO\URRWHGLQ/XVDWLD7KHUHJLRQGHÀQHVLWVHOIDVDQ´HQHUJ\UHJLRQµDQG
activities to develop both CCS and renewables in the region can be seen as an effort to keep a historical
continuity despite economic upheavals. The shift towards renewables provides opportunities for the region in
production, installation, operation and maintenance of wind, PV and biomass. However, it will not be possible
to fully substitute future losses in jobs or GDP due to the foreseeable reduction of coal mining and use (IÖW
2017).
Assessments of the innovation system of Lusatia conclude that the region is rather weak in terms of developing
innovations (Markwardt et al. 2016). This is also due to the fact that coal mining and energy industries are
large-scale industries, and consequently employees perceive themselves as workers and not entrepreneurs.
The non-mining companies in the region are generally quite small companies with little possibilities and
DPELWLRQIRUDJJUHVVLYHJURZWK7KXVLWLVGLIÀFXOWIRUWKHUHJLRQWRFRPSHQVDWHMREORVVHVLQWKHFRDOVHFWRU
Nevertheless, many efforts have been made in the past to strengthen the region and to diversify it economically.
To support this process several institutions have been set up locally (Markwardt et al. 2016). One example is
the “Innovationsregion Lausitz - iRL”, a local agency which aims at supporting regional economic development
(iRL 2018). Shareholders are the regional chambers of industry and commerce, the University of Cottbus and
various other regional trade associations. The iRL was founded in 2016 as a response to the challenges
WKDW FOLPDWH SROLF\ DQG WKH IRUHVHHDEOH FORVXUH RI FRDO ÀUHG SRZHU SODQWV DQG PLQHV SRVH WR WKH UHJLRQ
This regional development corresponds to an important aspect of a possibly accelerated coal phase-out in
Germany on the national level: here the economic situation in the mining regions is increasingly discussed as
part of the energy policy discourse, and various proposals have been made on how miners or mining regions
could be supported in the coming transition process (Agora Energiewende 2017; enervis 2016). The focus so
far however was on proposals for national support programmes and less on European approaches.

3.3.2 Use of Structural Funding in the Region
Operational Programmes in Brandenburg and Saxony
ESI funds are governed and distributed on the level federal states (Länder) in Germany. Since the German
part of Lusatia coal mining region is located partially in the state of Brandenburg and partially in the state of
Saxony it is necessary to analyse operational programmes and use of funds of both states.
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The Operational Programme of Brandenburg (Brandenburg 2014) concentrates on four priority areas:

f

Strengthening applied research, development and innovation

f

Strengthening SMEs

f

Reducing CO2 emissions in all tranches of the economy

f

Integrated development of urban and rural spaces

Figure 8 Regional distribution of unemployment in Germany (in percentage of workforce).
Source: (Albrech, Fink, and Tiemann 2016).
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7KH2SHUDWLRQDO3URJUDPPHPHQWLRQVOLJQLWHPLQLQJDVDQLPSRUWDQWSDUWRIWKHUHJLRQ·VHFRQRP\DQGKHULWDJH
but also acknowledges the problem lignite poses as a source of emissions. Climate mitigation is not only a
SULRULW\LQVXSSRUWLQJHQHUJ\HIÀFLHQF\DQGUHQHZDEOHVEXWLVJHQHUDOO\PDLQVWUHDPHGE\DFOLPDWHSURRÀQJ
policy for all investments. As an example, the regulations on project selection explicitely state that it is not
allowed to fund projects which would contravene sustainable development (“Die beantragten Maßnahmen
dürfen nicht gegen eine ökologisch nachhaltige Entwicklung (...) verstoßen”) (Brandenburg 2017a). However,
a stringent operationalization of this objective (e.g. through a black list of unwanted actions) is not given in
the regulations.
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35%
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Total budget of the Operational Programme for Brandenburg is at EUR 1,057,054,036, with an EU contribution
RI(857KHVKDUHRIQRUWKHUQ/XVDWLDLVQRWVSHFLÀHGLQWKH2SHUDWLRQDO3URJUDPPH

General structural
support
29%

Reinforcing coal
0%

Saxony, the German federal state where the southern part of Lusatia is located, does not mention lignite
PLQLQJLQLWV2SHUDWLRQDO3URJUDPPHDWDOORWKHUWKDQDVDSDUWRIWKHUHJLRQ·VKHULWDJH 6DFKVHQ 
Lusatia as a region is also not mentioned at all. This may be due to the fact that Lusatia is only a small part
of Saxony, with relatively small contributions in terms of inhabitants and economic relevance.

Direct effect on coal
transition
36%



     
 & regional projects only

Use of ESI funding
Under the current planning, a total of 18,603 projects have been granted under the European Regional
Development Fund (ERDF) and the European Social Fund (ESF) combined in the two German states
Brandenburg and Saxony (ESI funding share: EUR 1.39 billion, funding rate 80%) (Brandenburg 2017c,
2017b; Sachsen 2017). Of these, 2,658 projects can be attributed to the Lusatia region with a cumulated coÀQDQFLQJYROXPHRI(85PLOOLRQ$GGLWLRQDOO\SURMHFWVDUHLPSOHPHQWHGRQVWDWHOHYHO (6,IXQGLQJ
share: 142 million €). It is not possible to assess to what extent these state-level projects may or may not
impact on Lusatia.



5%
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0%
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0.1%

Of the ESI funding for projects implemented directly in Lusatia, slightly more than half can be considered to
directly support the challenges of a transition away from coal mining and use (see Figure 13, top chart). In
FRQWUDVWQRWDVLQJOHSURMHFWZDVLGHQWLÀHGZKLFKZRXOGVXSSRUWWKHH[LVWLQJFRDOVHFWRUDQGRQO\RIWKH
budget go to projects which we considered “ambiguous”. However, for projects covering 5% of the regional
EXGJHWLWZDVQRWSRVVLEOHWRPDNHDQ\DVVHVVPHQWDWDOO ´XQFODVVLÀDEOHµLQFigure 13). The reason is that
despite the requirements of Regulation 1303/2013 Art. 115 for many projects in the state of Brandenburg no
VXPPDU\RIWKHSURMHFWVFRSHZDVJLYHQLQWKHGDWDSURYLGHGE\WKHVWDWHJRYHUQPHQW(VSHFLDOO\LQWKHÀHOG
RIWHFKQRORJ\LQQRYDWLRQLWZDVRIWHQQRWSRVVLEOHWRFOHDUO\LGHQWLI\WKHVSHFLÀFDSSOLFDWLRQ7KXVLWFDQQRW
be ruled out that some of these projects may have some linkages to coal mining and coal use.

General structural
support
40%
Direct effect on coal
transition
55%

Figure 8
$PRXQWRI(6,)IXQGVFRIXQGLQJIRU/XVDWLDWRSVSHFLÀFDOO\SURMHFWVLQWKH/XVDWLDUHJLRQERWWRPUHJLRQDODQG
state level projects; note that only a fragment of state-level projects may affect Lusatia.
Source: own illustration, based on (Brandenburg 2017b, 2017c; Sachsen 2017).

The bottom chart in Figure 13 illustrates use of funds combined for purely regional projects and projects on
state level. In Brandenburg EUR 90 million are allocated to the business promotion bank of the federal state
of Brandenburg (Investitionsbank des Landes Brandenburg) to support medium and small sized enterprises
ZLWKÀQDQFLDOVHUYLFHVOLNHYHQWXUHFDSLWDOHTXLW\HWF3. If these funds were equally distributed among sectors,
the vast majority would go into developing economic alternatives beyond coal. However, since no more
detailed information was available to us, we can not assess which share of these funds (if any at all) supports
FRPSDQLHVRIWKHFRDOVHFWRU&RQVHTXHQWO\ZHKDGWRODEHORIWKH(6,)XQGVDVXQFODVVLÀDEOH

3

1RWHWKDWLQYDULRXVFDVHVZHLGHQWLÀHGREYLRXVO\IDOVHLPSOHPHQWDWLRQFRGHV:HKDYHDGMXVWHGWKHFODVVLÀFDWLRQDFFRUGLQJWR
DYDLODEOHLQIRUPDWLRQRQWKHIXQGV VHHKWWSVZZZLOEGHGHZLUWVFKDIWHLJHQNDSLWDOÀQDQ]LHUXQJ
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Figure 14
2YHUYLHZVWUXFWXUDOHIIHFWRI(6,)FRÀQDQFLQJSHUDUHDRILQWHUYHQWLRQLQ/XVDWLD LQFOVWDWHOHYHOSURMHFWV 
Source: own illustration, based on (Brandenburg 2017b, 2017c; Sachsen 2017).

$PRUHGHWDLOHGEUHDNGRZQRI(6,)XQGVDFURVVLPSOHPHQWDWLRQÀHOGVDUHJLYHQLQFigure 14 (combined
regional and state level projects) and Figure 15 VSHFLÀFDOO\ UHJLRQDO SURMHFWV  7KH JHQHUDO SLFWXUH IRU
/XVDWLDLVWKDWKDUGO\DQ\IXQGVDUHXVHGIRULQIUDVWUXFWXUH PDLQO\HQHUJ\HIÀFLHQF\DQGUHQHZDEOHV 7KH
core of funding goes into business development, R&D and innovation. However, it has to be noted that
especially funds for business development are available for the entire state of Brandenburg and only a
share will reach companies in Lusatia (to compare: the Brandenburg part of Lusatia holds roughly one third
of the inhabitants of the whole state). Furthermore, a focus lies on employment and labour mobility, social
inclusion and education projects. Here it needs to be noted that a large share of the employment and labour
mobility projects are governed on state-level and consequently are only partially available for employees in
Lusatia. In several implementation areas reporting in Brandenburg is done on the level of individual actions.
Consequently Lusatia has many small scale projects (training for individual people, support for companies to
attend trade fairs) with budgets often between EUR 1,000 and EUR 5,000.
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Figure 15
2YHUYLHZVWUXFWXUDOHIIHFWRI(6,)FRÀQDQFLQJSHUDUHDRILQWHUYHQWLRQLQ/XVDWLD UHJLRQDOSURMHFWVRQO\ 
Source: own illustration, based on (Brandenburg 2017b, 2017c; Sachsen 2017).

=RRPLQJLQRQSURMHFWVVSHFLÀFDOO\DQGH[FOXVLYHO\LQ/XVDWLD Figure 14) it becomes visible that the majority
of funds go into education, R&D and innovation. Most of these projects are considered to have a direct
positive impact towards a transition away from coal use and mining. However, for EUR 5 million of funds a
FODVVLÀFDWLRQLVQRWSRVVLEOHGXHWRLQVXIÀFLHQWLQIRUPDWLRQ VHHDERYH 
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3.4

Spain: Aragon

Socio Economic

Quick Facts Aragon
General Information
Population
GDP per Capita [EUR]
Share of industry on GDP(2014)
Unemployment Rate (2015)
Role of Coal in the Region
Coal Output (2015)
Coal Type
Employment in coal
Main companies
Power Plants Capacity
Electricity Generation (National)
Coal (share)
Renewable* (share)

regional
1.326.000
28,500
25%
16%

national
46.450.000
25,900
18%
22%

1.3 million tonnes
brown coal (sub-bituminous)
500
Compania General Minera de
Teruel, S.A., SAMCA, EndesaEnel
1,100 MW
2000
2015
19%
19%
36%
36%

Aragon is an autonomous community in Spain, originated from the former medieval Kingdom of Aragon. It
is located in the north-eastern part of Spain, with the French border to the north, Catalonia to the east and
the Valencian Community to the south. With its three provinces Huesca, Zaragoza and Teruel it holds a
population of 1,326,403 inhabitants (Eurostat 2017), almost half of which is living in Zaragoza. Zaragoza is
also the name of the capital of Aragon. The coal region analysed in this report is called Andorra, a municipality
of Teruel, with 7,875 inhabitants (2016) (Instituto aragones de estadistica 2017). The closest cities to Andorra
are Zaragoza (100 km), Barcelona (250 km) and Valencia (250 km).
The core mining region in Aragon has seen a substantial decrease in population of -14.4% over the last 30
years. Particularly small villages were affected by this loss of population. This development is however not
DVSHFLÀFRQHEXWRQHWKDWFDQEHREVHUYHGLQPDQ\UXUDODUHDVRI$UDJRQDQGDFURVV6SDLQ(YHQPRUH
relevant in the context for the imminent phase-out of coal mining is for example the huge educational gap
in the region, with 76% of the population at compulsory schooling levels only. Also, employment of women
is particularly low in the region – 65.3% in Andorra vs. 77.1 in Aragon. What is more, employment is highly
concentrated in the core mining area with 45% of the jobs located in the municipality of Aragon.

*wind, PV, solar thermal, geothermal, hydro, waste, biofuels

3.4.1 Role of Coal in the Region
Mining and Energy
With 1.3 million tonnes in 2015, the autonomous community Aragon in the north of Spain is home to nearly
KDOIRIWKH6SDLQ·VFRDOSURGXFWLRQ (XUDFRDOF 7KUHHWKHUPDOSRZHUSODQWVZLWKLQWKHUHJLRQ RZQHG
E\(1(/(QGHVD FRYHUDERXWRIWKHQDWLRQ·VFRDOÀUHGHOHFWULFHQHUJ\FDSDFLW\$QGRUUD*, 0: 
Andorra GII (368 MW), Andorra GIII (366 MW) (Greenpeace Spain 2016b). Compared to other countries,
the share of coal in the electrical power generation in Spain is relatively small at 19% (2015)(OECD and IEA
2017b). The CO2 emissions of the electrical power production amount to 60.5 million tonnes per year (2014),
70% of which were emitted for coal-fuelled electricity generation. The Andorra power plants just emit about
1% of the overall coal power production (Greenpeace Spain 2016b).
The main coal mining and power production region in Aragon is Teruel with its municipality Andorra. The
reserves there contain about 200 million tonnes of sub-bituminous brown coal in open cast mining, but the
high sulphur content makes the usage in power plants less attractive (Euracoal 2017c). Only after the power
SODQWVKDGEHHQÀWWHGZLWKÁXHJDVGHVXOSKXULVDWLRQLQGRPHVWLFFRDOZDVXWLOLVHG %HOHQDQG/RSH]
2016). The Spanish domestic coal production decreased by 24.5% in 2015 (Greenpeace Spain 2016a), but
the coal usage in electricity rose from 14% (2014) to 19% (2015) (OECD and IEA 2017b). The Spanish
JRYHUQPHQW KDV EHHQ RIIHULQJ FRQWLQXHG ÀQDQFLDO DLG WR FRDO PLQHV RQO\ LI WKH\ SUHVHQW D SODQ IRU D ÀQDO
shutdown of operations until 2018, through the “Plan de Cierre de la minera des carbon 2011-2018”, This
VWUDWHJ\LVDFRQWLQXDWLRQRI6SDLQ·VFRDOPLQHSROLF\ZKLFK KDVDOUHDG\ OHGWRDUHGXFWLRQ RIFRDOPLQLQJ
personnel by more than 90% nation-wide since the beginning of the millennium.
On the other hand domestic coal consumption has now mostly shifted from domestic to imported coal. With
80% of the coal used for electricity generation imported, the “Plan de Cierre” has not led to a turn-around in
6SDLQ·VHQHUJ\V\VWHPHYHQLIGRPHVWLFPLQHVDUHSURJUHVVLYHO\EHLQJFORVHGGRZQ *UHHQSHDFH6SDLQ
2016a).

In the recent past, the labour market has begun to transform towards more diversity. While the extractive
and energy agencies constituted 23.9% of all employment and 77.5% of Gross Value Added (GVA) 2000,
WKHLU VKDUH KDV GHFUHDVHG WR  HPSOR\PHQW DQG  *9$ LQ  7KDW WUDQVIRUPDWLRQ EHQHÀWV
almost all other sectors, like Public Services (Employment: +14.6%; GVA: +21.3%), Manufacturing Industry
(Employment: +6.3%; GVA: +8.0%) and Other Sector (Employment: +5.9%; GVA: +30.3%). Only Agriculture
and Construction remained the same in GVA and even decreased in terms of employment (Agriculture -4.7%,
Construction -10.2%) (Greenpeace Spain 2016a).

3.4.2 Use of Structural Funding in the Region
Aragon is a very peculiar case, the reason being that as of November 2017 there has not been one project
approved by the managing authorities, neither in the regional operational programme of the ESF nor of the
ERDF.4:LWKPRUHWKDQKDOIRIWKHSURJUDPPLQJSHULRGDOUHDG\SDVWWKLVODFNRIDSSURYHGSURMHFWVVLJQLÀHV
a lack of implementing capacities in the region. However, it is beyond the scope of this study to investigate
WKHGHWDLOVRIWKLVVLWXDWLRQ$WWKLVSRLQWZHFDQQRWJDXJHZKDWVSHFLÀFFLUFXPVWDQFHVFDXVHGWKHGHOD\LQ
selecting and approving projects to implement the two regional operational programmes.
For lack of projects, the methodology applied for the other regions could not be adopted for Aragon. One
alternative would have been to assess data from the 2007-2013 programming period. However, given the
different rules, principles and priorities of the earlier programming period, this would also not be comparable
with the other regions. Most importantly, though, arguably the data simply is too old to provide a meaningful
answer to the overarching research questions, which are imminently forward-looking: we are asking what
EU funds can contribute to facilitate and support the imminent structural change associated with phase-out
of coal. However the operational programmes of the 2007-2013 period were drafted and the corresponding
priorities set when coal phase-out had not been widely accepted as a core challenge. Consequently, assessing
the previous programming period would neither be fair nor would it provide any meaningful answers for the
upcoming challenges.

4

FRQÀUPHGE\SHUVRQDOFRPPXQLFDWLRQZLWKWKHUHVSRQVLEOHRIÀFHUVLQWKH'LUHFFLyQ*HQHUDOGH)RQGRV(XURSHRVZLWKLQWKH0LQLVWU\
of Finance and Public Administration (Managing Authority for the ERDF) and in the Unidad Administradora del Fondo Social Europeo
within the Ministry of Employment and Social Security.
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Consequently, the only way forward is to describe and synthesise the operational programmes themselves, i.e.
to describe what Aragon has planned to do rather than what it is actually doing. The remainder of this section
EULHÁ\RXWOLQHVWKHSULRULWLHVDQGVSHQGLQJFDWHJRULHVDVRXWOLQHGLQWKHUHJLRQDORSHUDWLRQDOSURJUDPPHVRI
the ESF and ERDF in Aragon.
,QWRWDOWKHWZRUHJLRQDOSURJUDPPHVLQGLFDWHDEXGJHWRI(85PLOOLRQLQ(6,)XQGLQJFRÀQDQFHWREH
allocated to Aragon (EUR 120 million for ERDF and EUR 79 million ESF). The ERDF regional programme
comprises six priority areas. By far the largest share is designated to supporting the utilization and improving
the access to and quality of information and communication technologies in the region. In the ESF, the largest
share of the budget is designated to activities in the priority area of “social inclusion” (see Figure 16 below).

ERDF Priority Areas
Technical Assistance
2, million 
2%
Competitiveness of
SMEs
5,373 million 
4%

ICT
51,086 million 
43%

$FWLYLWLHVWREHFRÀQDQFHGWKURXJK(6,IXQGLQJLQFOXGH
f

EUR 22.98 million in the category “Access to employment for job-seekers and inactive people, including
the long-term unemployed and people far from the labour market, also through local employment initiatives
and support for labour mobility”

f

EUR 16.5 million for “ICT: High-speed broadband network (access/local loop)”

f

EUR 9.66 million for “Rehabilitation of industrial sites and contaminated land”

f

For research and innovation it contains EUR 7.25 million for public R&I infrastructure as well as EUR 9.45
million for R&I processes in small and medium enterprises.

f

and a total of EUR 19.1 million for community-led development initiatives (ERDF) and community-led
local development strategies (ESF).

$VLQGLFDWHGDERYHQRQHRIWKH(6,)XQGV·FRIXQGLQJGHVLJQDWHGLQWKHRSHUDWLRQDOSURJUDPPHVKDVDFWXDOO\
EHHQDOORFDWHGWRVSHFLÀFSURMHFWV,ILPSOHPHQWHGWKHPDMRULW\RIWKHFRÀQDQFHZLOOEHVSHQWLQZD\VWKDW
have a high potential of supporting structural change. In particular the relatively large sums designated
towards improvements in the labour market are promising. However, whether or not these investments will
actually fully materialize in the three last years of the programming period remains to be seen.

Env. Protection &
)&+( /"%.
18,204 million 
15%
Research and
Innovation
17,872 million 
15%

Social Inclusion
9,8 million 
Low-Carbon
8%
&%&$.
15,612 million 
13%

ESF Priority Areas
Technical Assistance
1,2 million Ā
2%

Educational &
Vocational Training
16,641 million Ā
21%

Social Inclusion
34,619 million Ā
44%

Sustainable & Quality
Employment
26,398 million Ā
33%

Figure 8 Breakdown of designated budget by priority area for the Regional Operational Programmes for Aragon of the ERDF
(upper chart) and ESF (lower chart) for the 2014-2020 programming period.
Source: own illustration, based on Gobierno de Aragón (2014a, 2014b).
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And miners who used to be the heroes are now at best involuntary accomplices of polluting corpora-tions.
Such a turning from “good” to “bad” may not be accepted easily. It is perceived as a loss of a positive
LGHQWLÀFDWLRQDQGDQDEDVHPHQWRISDVWHIIRUWV7KLVDJDLQPD\OHDGWRFODVKHVEHWZHHQFRDOZRUNHUVDQG
environmentalists, because of a different perception of heritage: whereas coal miners often protect the
UHJLRQ·VPLQLQJKHULWDJHDQGWKHUHIRUHZLOOVWURQJO\SURWHVWDJDLQVWFORVXUHVRIPLQHVHQYLURQPHQWDOLVWVZLOO
typically applaud any closure because it will mean less pollution, and, in the case of open pit mines, less
destruction of villages and local environments.

4/ Synthesis of regional study results
4.1

Challenges in coal mining regions

Our analysis of the four mining regions Silesia, Western Macedonia, Aragon and Lusatia captures the diversity
RIFLUFXPVWDQFHVDQGUHJLRQDOVSHFLÀFLWLHVEXWDOVRDQXPEHURIFRPPRQDOLWLHV(XURSHDQPLQLQJUHJLRQV
face in the process of phasing out coal and diversifying their economic base.
One clear distinction to be made is between hard coal and lignite regions. Silesia, where hard coal is
predominant, is strongly industrialised, with a high level of urbanisation. While coal mining and coal use
plays an important role, other industries as well as a larger diversity of other sectors also have high shares
in regional value creation. Typically, hard coal regions such as Silesia established steel industries relatively
early, which by itself led to a more diverse value chain in the region. As a result, coal mining is an important
FXOWXUDOIDFWRUEXWLVQRWQHFHVVDULO\DVSLYRWDOLQWRGD\·VHFRQRPLFFLUFXPVWDQFHVRIWKHUHJLRQ6LOHVLD·VSHU
capita GDP is above national average, and the decline of employment in coal mining and use is compensated
by strong growth in other sectors. Often, hard coal regions are able to adjust their industrial and economic
structures through their own efforts to a higher extent due to their relatively high economic powers.
Brown coal regions, on the other hand, typically are much weaker, often rural areas with low population
densities, where employment in mining and the energy sector are the predominant employment factor.
Especially Western Macedonia, and to a slightly lesser degrees Lusatia and Aragon, are examples of this.
Aragon as a region is a bit of an outlier in this collection of cases, as the coal mining (sub-)region of Andorra
is very small population-wise, and thus the situation of the region is much more strongly determined by
$UDJRQ·V FDSLWDO =DUDJR]D :LWK D ODUJH FLW\ DW WKH FHQWUH ZKLFK EULQJV LQ D PRUH YDULHG VHW RI GHPDQGV
DQG RSSRUWXQLWLHV$UDJRQ·V GHSHQGHQFH RQ WKH FRDO LQGXVWU\ KDV DOUHDG\ VWDUWHG WR ZDQH )RU WKH RWKHU
two brown coal regions, the picture is bleaker. Western Macedonia strongly depends on one, mostly stateRZQHGFRPSDQ\WKDWKROGVWKHPDMRULW\RIERWKWKHOLJQLWHPLQHVDQGOLJQLWHÀULQJSRZHUSODQWV6LPLODUO\RQH
private company is the exclusive owner of both the mines and the power plants in Lusatia. After the fall of
the Iron Curtain, the mining and energy industries in Lusatia almost collapsed, rendering a formerly relatively
successful region in economic trouble. More recently, Western Macedonia has started to experience job
ORVVHVGXHWRDPRGHUQLVDWLRQRI*UHHFH·VHQHUJ\V\VWHP+LJKOHYHOVRIXQHPSOR\PHQWHVSHFLDOO\RIWKH
younger generation, as well as a low level of economic diversity add to the importance to support structural
change processes within these regions in order to allow sustainable levels of jobs and wealth creation.

Nevertheless, the regions we have analysed are acutely aware of the challenges they face due to the structural
change that will inevitably ensue. Consequently, we see increasing efforts in policies and institutions to
diversify and strengthen importance of other industries and sectors in the regions, or even direct support to
VXQVHWPLQLQJDFWLYLWLHV([DPSOHVIRUWKHVKLIWLQJSROLWLFVRIFRDODUH6SDLQ·V´3ODQGH&LHUUHGHODPLQHUDGHV
FDUERQµZKLFKUXOHVWKDWPLQHVWKDWZDQWWRNHHSUHFHLYLQJÀQDQFLDODLGIURPWKHQDWLRQDOEXGJHW
need to present plans to shut down their activities, or the “Innovationsregion Lausitz”, which offers support to
local economic development through bringing together stakeholders from industry, trade and science to foster
WKHUHJLRQDOLQQRYDWLRQV\VWHP7KH(XURSHDQ8QLRQFRXOGVLJQLÀFDQWO\DGGYDOXHWRWKHVHGHYHORSPHQWVE\
ÀQDQFLQJWKHUHTXLUHGVRFLRHFRQRPLFDGMXVWPHQWVLQUHVSRQVHWRVWUXFWXUDOFKDQJHV(6,IXQGLQJFRXOGLQ
this sense “help the regions help themselves”.

4.2

Use of ESI funding in mining regions

The comparative analysis of the use of European Structural and Investment Funds (ESI Funds) in the four
coal mining regions yields the following key results:
Only marginal funds for coal related activities
In Western Macedonia and Lusatia no EU funds are used in ways that actively reinforce structural path
dependencies with regard to coal use or mining. For Aragon, based on the limited information that is available
for the region, it can be said that no plans exist to fund coal sector activities with ESI funds. Only in Silesia
a very small share of projects support innovation and investments in companies of the coal sector (with a
cumulated ESI co-funding of EUR 4.3 million, which corresponds to 0.3% of the allocated regional ESI funds).
7KLVLQLWVHOILVDTXLWHUHPDUNDEOHÀQGLQJLQRXUYLHZ*LYHQWKH(8·VH[SOLFLWIRFXVRQVXVWDLQDEOHJURZWK
it may not look surprising. However, in the corresponding regulation there are no provisions that explicitly
UXOHRXWVSHFLÀFWHFKQRORJLHV VRPRUHHIÀFLHQWFRDOXVHRUFDUERQFDSWXUHDQGVWRUDJHWHFKQRORJLHVFRXOG
be framed to be sustainable). Furthermore, our conceptualization did not only include direct investments
into coal and coal infrastructure but also R&D and productive investments in associated sectors. Thus, the
extremely low shares of coal related fund use do come as a surprise, especially in comparison to historic
structural policy priorities. In previous ESI funding periods innovation in coal technologies and clean coal had
still been strong priorities in some countries. And in the German Ruhr area, for example, billions of Euros
were invested in the 1960s up to the 1990s in order to keep uncompetitive coal mining alive.

A common observation of all coal regions is the fact that mining plays a role as a creator of identity, although
WRYDU\LQJGHJUHHVRILPSRUWDQFH$VFRDOZDVWKHPRVWLPSRUWDQWGULYHURIDOOFRXQWULHV·LQGXVWULDOLVDWLRQFRDO
mining regions have been pivotal in these processes. As a result, mining is often idolised in pictures and hero
stories that give a region and its inhabitants a positive image. But with the advent of strong climate protection,
WKHVHLPDJHVWHQGWREUHDNGRZQDVFRDODQGHVSHFLDOO\OLJQLWHKDYHEHHQLGHQWLÀHGDVWKHPDLQVRXUFH
of carbon dioxide pollution. In narrative terms coal went from a source of prosperity to a source of harm.
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8QLTXHSURÀOHIRUHDFKUHJLRQ

Interpretation and validity of ESI funding analysis

7KHXVHRI(6,IXQGVLQWKHUHJLRQVGLIIHUTXLWHVWURQJO\:HFDQGLVFHUQVRPHUHJLRQDOVSHFLÀFLWLHV
f

f

f

f

Western Macedonia uses ESI funding primarily to support local infrastructures (social, health, education,
transport) as well as for labour mobility and social inclusion activities. Thus ESI funds help to keep local
basic infrastructures and services alive against a severe economic background (> 30% unemployment)
of the region.

In order to interpret the results of our ESI funding assessment correctly it is important to note the
following aspects:

t Analysed were allocated funds (granted projects) as communicated by the regions (status
September 2017). As the funding period runs from 2014 to 2020 it is likely that funding priorities
may change in coming years. In some regions, individual projects exist with very large budgets
(e.g. road infrastructure in Silesia), which were allocated early in the funding period and which may
thus distort the picture of funding priorities across implementation areas.

Silesia puts a heavy focus on provision of road transport. However, this picture may be a little deferred
DVYHU\IHZYHU\ODUJHSURMHFWVDOUHDG\FRQVXPHWKHOLRQ·VVKDUHRIWKHEXGJHW ZKLFKPD\EHXQLTXHDQG
SDUWO\GXHWRVSHFLÀFSULRULWLHVMXVWDWWKHWLPHRIRXUDVVHVVPHQW $VHFRQGSULRULW\LVHPSOR\PHQWDQG
labour mobility activities, thus compensating for social upheavals due to the economic transition of the
last decades. Remaining funds are almost equally spread in all other funding areas.

t ESI funds of previous periods were not analysed comprehensively. The reason being that we
assume previous funding periods would not have mirrored the current energy and climate policy
trends and objectives adequately. However, differences in regions may be explained by previous
DFWLYLWLHV HJOLPLWHGQHHGIRULQIUDVWUXFWXUHLQYHVWPHQWLIWKLVZDVDOUHDG\ÀQDQFHGDGHFDGHDJR 

Lusatia puts a clear emphasis on research, innovation, business development and education as well as
labour mobility activities through ESI funding. There is a clear focus on strengthening the endogenous
economic potential. In contrast there is hardly any funding for basic infrastructure anymore (which has
EHHQDQLPSRUWDQWIDFWRULQSUHYLRXV\HDUV 7KHOLWWOHWKHUHLVLVOLPLWHGWRWKHVXSSRUWRIHQHUJ\HIÀFLHQF\
and renewables. More than 50% of all funds allocated can be considered to directly support a transition
away from coal mining and coal use.

t %DVLVRIWKHDVVHVVPHQWDUHÀHOGVRIDFWLRQDVGHVFULEHGLQWLWOHVDQGDEVWUDFWVRIJUDQWHGSURMHFWV
Thus we assess projects based on their self-declared targets. We explicitly do not evaluate the
outcome of projects nor the longer term impacts with respect to coal related socio-economic
structures.

Aragon is peculiar since no funds have been allocated so far. Thus it was only possible to analyse targets
stated in the operational programmes (but not budgets of actually allocated projects). These programs
show clear priorities towards innovation and training, information and communication technologies (ICT)
and low carbon economy on the one hand and activities towards social inclusion and quality employment
on the other.

t In addition to ESI funds, regions may draw on many other sources of funding (other EU funding,
national funds, taxes etc.). The different abilities of the regions to draw onto these funds may
partially explain their priorities in ESI support. However, an assessment of all funds available to the
regions is beyond the scope of this study. It thus needs to be noted that other funds may show quite
different patterns of either supporting the coal sector or a transition away from coal use and mining.

EU reporting helpful to assess ESI funds impact - but could be improved
2Q DQ DJJUHJDWHG OHYHO ZH ÀQG WKDW WKH UHSRUWLQJ UHTXLUHPHQWV E\ WKH (8 RQ WKH XVH RI (6, IXQGV DUH
indeed very helpful to ensure good governance. All Member States are obliged to publish standardised and
comparable data on ESI funding use on a timely basis (updates every 6 months). This data was the basis for
our analysis - without this reporting requirement, such an analysis would have been impossible. However, we
still see some room for improvement:
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f

Part of the data for Lusatia was incomplete, preventing comprehensive assessments. It could be that this
is an outlying case, but it may still be helpful if the Commission would thoroughly countercheck the project
data provided by the Managing Entities for completeness and compliance with reporting requirements.

f

On a related note, it might be helpful for comparative purposes if the data provided would all have a
common language. While the intervention codes are the same for all countries, the reliance on national
languages complicates comparative analysis. This was certainly true for our study, but it may also ease
the work of the Commission in preparing biennial reports, the Cohesion report and others. Also note that
comparability of the data is explicitly mentioned in Regulation 1303/2013 Art. 115.

f

Furthermore, we see a need for not only transparency on ESI budget spending but also impact assessments
of the effects achieved through ESI funded projects in particular in view of the impending challenges of
the coal phase-out. Regulation 1303/2013 Art. 55-57 specify evaluation requirements of ESI funds. Yet,
the evaluation is supposed to address on the general level the mission of each ESI Fund and the targets
RIWKH(8·VVWUDWHJ\IRUVPDUWVXVWDLQDEOHDQGLQFOXVLYHJURZWK)XUWKHUUHVHDUFKZRXOGEHQHHGHGWR
ORRNLQWRWKHVSHFLÀFHIIHFWLQUHODWLRQWRWKHSKDVHRXWRIFRDO
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In summary, coal regions may already today use ESI funds to support the necessary transition ahead of them.
+RZHYHUDJDLQVWWKHEDFNJURXQGWKDWGHFDUERQLVLQJ(XURSH·VHQHUJ\V\VWHPLVRQHRIWKHNH\FKDOOHQJHIRU
the European Union in this century, and phasing-out coal within the next decades is a fundamental step on
this path, the EU may want to explore options more directly targeted in their support for coal regions in their
efforts for a future beyond coal. Based on the results of this study, we see two general options:
f

An explicit funding priority or intervention category “support to phasing out high carbon infrastructure” (or
similar) could be integrated into the ESI funding schemes explicitly the European Regional Development
Fund, ERDF. An own category for coal transition in the next funding phase would be very helpful to make
efforts in the regions more explicit, and to incentivise local and national decision makers to explicitly
consider this option. This approach is however a fairly low-level intervention, since the responsible
regional entities may still choose to address – or not address – this issue when using ESI funding.

f

$PRUHWDUJHWHGRSWLRQFRXOGEHDVSHFLÀFSURJUDPPHXQGHUWKH(5')ULQJIHQFLQJDFHUWDLQSHUFHQWDJH
of funds to offer explicit support for a transition of the economy of a region towards an alternative,
sustainable, energy system. There are many possible ways how to operationalise such a programme,
LQFOXGLQJE\DQ(8OHYHOGHÀQLWLRQRIVXFKUHJLRQVDQGWKURXJKDFRPELQDWLRQZLWK(6,IXQGLQJVWUHDPV

5/ Conclusions
The economic importance of coal mining has already decreased in Europe over the last decades - due to
purely technological and economic reasons. Consequently, many coal mining regions in Europe have been
losing an important part of their economic base and are facing structural changes. The need to bring down
(XURSH·V&22 emissions quickly and dramatically will inter alia increase the economic strain on these regions
²GHVSLWHWKHIDFWWKDWWKHGHFDUERQLVDWLRQRI(XURSH·VHQHUJ\V\VWHPDOVREULQJVDORQJPDQ\RSSRUWXQLWLHVIRU
(XURSH·VHFRQRPLFDQGLQQRYDWLRQV\VWHPDVDZKROH&RDOPLQLQJUHJLRQVZLOOKDYHWRXQGHUJRDVWUXFWXUDO
WUDQVLWLRQ SURFHVV DQG KDYH WR GHÀQH D IXWXUH IRU WKHPVHOYHV ² D IXWXUH EH\RQG FRDO *LYHQ WKDW FOLPDWH
mitigation is a collective effort in Europe, it seems fair that coal mining regions should receive support to
master the challenges of this transition.
This study analysed how European Structural and Investment Funds (ESI Funds) are currently being used
in four coal mining regions: Aragon (Spain), Lusatia (Germany), Silesia (Poland) and Western Macedonia
*UHHFH .H\ÀQGLQJVRIWKLVDQDO\VLVDQGVXEVHTXHQWFRQFOXVLRQV RQKRZ WREHWWHUVXSSRUW FRDO PLQLQJ
regions are:
f
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The use of ESI funds differs from region to region – which corresponds to different conditions, needs and
GHYHORSPHQWSHUVSHFWLYHVLQWKHUHJLRQV7KLVÁH[LELOLW\LQWXQLQJSULRULWLHVWRUHJLRQDOFLUFXPVWDQFHVLV
something, which seems to be an essential basis for adequate and effective use of ESI funds in general
but in particular when they are used to facilitate socio-economic adjustments in the face of impending
coal phase-out.

f

Regions may already today use ESI funds to support their transition towards a time beyond coal mining
and coal use. And in fact only marginal shares of ESI funds are currently used to strengthen existing coal
infrastructures and companies. However, in most regions only a minority of funds is directly used to help
to prepare the region for its future beyond coal. This is partly due to urgent needs to compensate regional
structural weaknesses and partly due to regional and national development and energy priorities.

f

Climate mitigation (and adaptation) is already one priority in ESI funding. However, so far this objective is
PDLQO\XQGHUSLQQHGZLWKVXSSRUWIRUUHQHZDEOHVDQGHQHUJ\HIÀFLHQF\,WLVQRW\HWJHQHUDOO\PDLQVWUHDPHG
in the sense of supporting the transition towards a carbon neutral economy – which would include support
to phase-out high carbon technologies. For example, some of the interventions that this study found to
EHSDUWLFXODUO\UHOHYDQWIHDWXUHDFOLPDWHFRHIÀFLHQW5 of zero and cannot be counted towards the climate
change objectives. This holds for example for most measures aiming at strengthening ICT infrastructure
as well as education and vocational training. In particular the latter may be essential for a sustained and
sustainable change process in the region and ultimately the long-term success of the phase-out of coal
which in itself is a necessary condition for successful climate change mitigation.

f

Some regional institutions have started to integrate a wider perspective by requiring that all ESI funded
projects (including projects supporting endogenous potentials of the regions like support for SMEs) should
QRWFRQWUDGLFWVXVWDLQDEOHGHYHORSPHQWJRDOV7KLVDSSURDFKFRXOGVWLOOEHLQWHQVLÀHG HJRSHUDWLRQDOL]HG
more strictly).

:KLFKHYHU VSHFLÀF DSSURDFK ZRXOG EH FKRVHQ ZH FRQVLGHU LW WR EH YHU\ LPSRUWDQW WR LQFOXGH UHJLRQDO
stakeholders of coal mining regions in the design process of such a support programme. The EU “Coal
regions in transition platform” which was launched in December 2017 could be a suitable forum to inform
such a debate (European Commission 2017a).
Finally, we would like to note that both of the above support options would not have to be restricted to coal
mining regions, but could be extended to carbon-intensive regions in general: most obvious are other regions,
which rely economically on the supply of high carbon energy sources, like oil shale mining in the northeast of Estonia. Even beyond energy supply, one could discuss to include regions into such a low-carbon
support scheme, which are both structurally weak and heavily rely on high-carbon energy use. Regions
with high shares of chemical or metal industry also face massive challenges in the path towards a carbon
neutral economy, however a different one. It is not about phasing-out production altogether but supporting the
companies to develop and deploy climate-neutral production of their goods and services.
All things considered, the EU structural policy with its ESI funds provides a comprehensive toolbox and
extremely valuable resource on which European coal regions can draw in order to reinvent themselves, to
shape their own future beyond coal. Currently, however, the tools are not put to use in a systematic manner.
The recommended adjustments, we hope, can help to hone these tools so that they can be most effectively
put to use.

5

$OOLQWHUYHQWLRQFRGHVZHUHDVVLJQHGZLWKDVSHFLÀF´FRHIÀFLHQWIRUWKHFDOFXODWLRQRIVXSSRUWWRFOLPDWHFKDQJHREMHFWLYHVµRIHLWKHU
0%, 40% or 100% (See also section 1.3.2 above).
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010
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7/ Annex

012

List of intervention categories including appraisal
*

&RHIÀFLHQWIRUWKHFDOFXODWLRQRIVXSSRUWWRFOLPDWHFKDQJHREMHFWLYHV

Generic productive investment in small and
PHGLXP²VL]HGHQWHUSULVHV ¶60(V·

0%

I. Productive
investment

X

002

Research and innovation processes in large
enterprises

0%

I. Productive
investment

X

003

Productive investment in large enterprises
linked to the low-carbon economy

40 %

I. Productive
investment

X

004

Productive investment linked to the
cooperation between large enterprises
and SMEs for developing information and
FRPPXQLFDWLRQWHFKQRORJ\ ¶,&7· SURGXFWV
and services, e-commerce and enhancing
demand for ICT

0%

I. Productive
investment

Electricity (storage and transmission)

0%

006

007

008

Electricity (TEN-E storage and
transmission)

Natural gas

Natural gas (TEN-E)

0%

0%

0%

Energy
Infrastructure

II. Infrastructure
providing
basic services
and related
investment

Energy
Infrastructure

II. Infrastructure
providing
basic services
and related
investment

Energy
Infrastructure

II. Infrastructure
providing
basic services
and related
investment

Energy
Infrastructure

reinforce

014

015

016

X
II. Infrastructure
providing
basic services
and related
investment

ambigious

minor

check

Subcategory
(if applicable)

support

Main
Category

001

005
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&RHIÀFLHQW*

013

No. INTERVENTION FIELD

017

X
018

X
019

X
020

X

Renewable energy: wind

Renewable energy: solar

Renewable energy: biomass

100 %

100 %

100 %

Other renewable energy (including
hydroelectric, geothermal and marine
energy) and renewable energy integration
(including storage, power to gas and
renewable hydrogen infrastructure)

100 %

(QHUJ\HIÀFLHQF\UHQRYDWLRQRISXEOLF
infrastructure, demonstration projects and
supporting measures

100 %

(QHUJ\HIÀFLHQF\UHQRYDWLRQRIH[LVWLQJ
housing stock, demonstration projects and
supporting measures

100 %

Intelligent Energy Distribution Systems at
medium and low voltage levels (including
smart grids and ICT systems)

100 %

+LJKHIÀFLHQF\FRJHQHUDWLRQDQGGLVWULFW
heating

100 %

Household waste management (including
minimisation, sorting, recycling measures)

0%

Household waste management (including
mechanical biological treatment, thermal
WUHDWPHQWLQFLQHUDWLRQDQGODQGÀOO
measures)

0%

Commercial, industrial or hazardous waste
management

0%

Provision of water for human consumption
(extraction, treatment, storage and
distribution infrastructure)

0%

II. Infrastructure
providing
basic services
and related
investment

Energy
Infrastructure

II. Infrastructure
providing
basic services
and related
investment

Energy
Infrastructure

II. Infrastructure
providing
basic services
and related
investment

Energy
Infrastructure

II. Infrastructure
providing
basic services
and related
investment

Energy
Infrastructure

II. Infrastructure
providing
basic services
and related
investment

Energy
Infrastructure

II. Infrastructure
providing
basic services
and related
investment

Energy
Infrastructure

II. Infrastructure
providing
basic services
and related
investment

Energy
Infrastructure

II. Infrastructure
providing
basic services
and related
investment

Energy
Infrastructure

II. Infrastructure
providing
basic services
and related
investment

Environmental
infrastructure

II. Infrastructure
providing
basic services
and related
investment

Environmental
infrastructure

II. Infrastructure
providing
basic services
and related
investment

Environmental
infrastructure

II. Infrastructure
providing
basic services
and related
investment

Environmental
infrastructure

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X
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021

022

023

024

025

026

027

028

029

030

031

032
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Water management and drinking water
conservation (including river basin
PDQDJHPHQWZDWHUVXSSO\VSHFLÀFFOLPDWH
change adaptation measures, district and
consumer metering, charging systems and
leak reduction)

40 %

Waste water treatment

0%

100 %

Railways (TEN-T Core)

40 %

Other Railways

Mobile rail assets

Environmental
infrastructure

II. Infrastructure
providing
basic services
and related
investment

Environmental
infrastructure

II. Infrastructure
providing
basic services
and related
investment

Environmental
infrastructure

II. Infrastructure
providing
basic services
and related
investment

Transport
infrastructure

II. Infrastructure
providing
basic services
and related
investment

Transport
infrastructure

II. Infrastructure
providing
basic services
and related
investment

Transport
infrastructure

II. Infrastructure
providing
basic services
and related
investment

Transport
infrastructure

II. Infrastructure
providing
basic services
and related
investment

Transport
infrastructure

II. Infrastructure
providing
basic services
and related
investment

Transport
infrastructure

II. Infrastructure
providing
basic services
and related
investment

Transport
infrastructure

II. Infrastructure
providing
basic services
and related
investment

Transport
infrastructure

II. Infrastructure
providing
basic services
and related
investment

Transport
infrastructure

033

40 %

40 %

40 %

TEN-T motorways and roads — core
network (new build)

0%

TEN-T motorways and roads —
comprehensive network (new build)

0%

Secondary road links to TEN-T road
network and nodes (new build)

0%

Other national and regional roads (new
build)

0%

Local access roads (new build)

0%

TEN-T reconstructed or improved road

0%

X
034

Environmental measures aimed at
reducing and / or avoiding greenhouse gas
emissions (including treatment and storage
of methane gas and composting)

Railways (TEN-T comprehensive)

II. Infrastructure
providing
basic services
and related
investment

Other reconstructed or improved road
(motorway, national, regional or local)

0%

Multimodal transport (TEN-T)

40 %

X
035

X
036

Multimodal transport

40 %

X
037

Airports (TEN-T) (2)

0%

X
038

Other airports (2)

0%

X
039

Seaports (TEN-T)

40 %

X
040

Other seaports

40 %

X
041

Inland waterways and ports (TEN-T)

40 %

X
042

Inland waterways and ports (regional and
local)

40 %

Clean urban transport infrastructure and
promotion (including equipment and rolling
stock)

40 %

Intelligent transport systems (including
the introduction of demand management,
tolling systems, IT monitoring, control and
information systems)

40 %

X
043

X
044

X

II. Infrastructure
providing
basic services
and related
investment

Transport
infrastructure

II. Infrastructure
providing
basic services
and related
investment

Transport
infrastructure

II. Infrastructure
providing
basic services
and related
investment

Transport
infrastructure

II. Infrastructure
providing
basic services
and related
investment

Transport
infrastructure

II. Infrastructure
providing
basic services
and related
investment

Transport
infrastructure

II. Infrastructure
providing
basic services
and related
investment

Transport
infrastructure

II. Infrastructure
providing
basic services
and related
investment

Transport
infrastructure

II. Infrastructure
providing
basic services
and related
investment

Transport
infrastructure

II. Infrastructure
providing
basic services
and related
investment

Transport
infrastructure

II. Infrastructure
providing
basic services
and related
investment

Transport
infrastructure

II. Infrastructure
providing
basic services
and related
investment

Sustainable
transport

II. Infrastructure
providing
basic services
and related
investment

Sustainable
transport

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X
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045

046

047

048

049

050

051

052

053

054

055

54

ICT: Backbone/backhaul network

ICT: High-speed broadband network
(access/local loop; >/= 30 Mbps)

ICT: Very high-speed broadband network
(access/local loop; >/= 100 Mbps)

0%

0%

0%

ICT: Other types of ICT infrastructure/
large-scale computer resources/equipment
(including e-infrastructure, data centres and
sensors; also where embedded in other
infrastructure such as research facilities,
environmental and social infrastructure)

0%

Education infrastructure for tertiary
education

0%

Education infrastructure for vocational
education and training and adult learning

Education infrastructure for school
education (primary and general secondary
education)

Infrastructure for early childhood education
and care

Health infrastructure

Housing infrastructure

Other social infrastructure contributing to
regional and local development

0%

0%

0%

0%

0%

0%

II. Infrastructure
providing
basic services
and related
investment

Information and
communication
technology
(ICT)
infrastructure

II. Infrastructure
providing
basic services
and related
investment

Information and
communication
technology
(ICT)
infrastructure

II. Infrastructure
providing
basic services
and related
investment

Information and
communication
technology
(ICT)
infrastructure

II. Infrastructure
providing
basic services
and related
investment

Information and
communication
technology
(ICT)
infrastructure

056

X
057

X
058

X

X

0%

Investment in infrastructure, capacities
and equipment in large companies directly
linked to research and innovation activities

0%

Research and innovation infrastructure
(public)

0%

Research and innovation infrastructure
(private, including science parks)

0%

Research and innovation activities in
public research centres and centres of
competence including networking

0%

Research and innovation activities in private
research centres including networking

0%

Technology transfer and universityHQWHUSULVHFRRSHUDWLRQSULPDULO\EHQHÀWLQJ
SMEs

0%

Cluster support and business networks
SULPDULO\EHQHÀWLQJ60(V

0%

Research and innovation processes
in SMEs (including voucher schemes,
process, design, service and social
innovation)

0%

Research and innovation infrastructure,
processes, technology transfer and
cooperation in enterprises focusing on the
low carbon economy and on resilience to
climate change

100 %

Advanced support services for SMEs and
groups of SMEs (including management,
marketing and design services)

0%

SME business development, support to
entrepreneurship and incubation (including
support to spin offs and spin outs)

0%

(QHUJ\HIÀFLHQF\DQGGHPRQVWUDWLRQ
projects in SMEs and supporting measures

100 %

Support to environmentally-friendly
production processes and resource
HIÀFLHQF\LQ60(V

40 %

X
062

063

X

III. Social,
health and
education
infrastructure
and related
investment

064

X
065

III. Social,
health and
education
infrastructure
and related
investment

X

III. Social,
health and
education
infrastructure
and related
investment

X

066

067

068

III. Social,
health and
education
infrastructure
and related
investment
III. Social,
health and
education
infrastructure
and related
investment

060

061

III. Social,
health and
education
infrastructure
and related
investment
III. Social,
health and
education
infrastructure
and related
investment

059

Investment in infrastructure, capacities
and equipment in SMEs directly linked to
research and innovation activities

X
069

IV.
Development
of endogenous
potential

Research and
development
and innovation

X

IV.
Development
of endogenous
potential

Research and
development
and innovation

X

IV.
Development
of endogenous
potential

Research and
development
and innovation

X

IV.
Development
of endogenous
potential

Research and
development
and innovation

X

IV.
Development
of endogenous
potential

Research and
development
and innovation

X

IV.
Development
of endogenous
potential

Research and
development
and innovation

X

IV.
Development
of endogenous
potential

Research and
development
and innovation

X

IV.
Development
of endogenous
potential

Research and
development
and innovation

X

IV.
Development
of endogenous
potential

Research and
development
and innovation

X

IV.
Development
of endogenous
potential

Research and
development
and innovation

X

IV.
Development
of endogenous
potential

Business
development

IV.
Development
of endogenous
potential

Business
development

IV.
Development
of endogenous
potential

Business
development

IV.
Development
of endogenous
potential

Business
development

X
X
X
X

X
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070

071

072

073

074

075

076

077

078

079

080

3URPRWLRQRIHQHUJ\HIÀFLHQF\LQODUJH
enterprises

100 %

Development and promotion of enterprises
specialised in providing services
contributing to the low carbon economy and
to resilience to climate change (including
support to such services)

100 %

Business infrastructure for SMEs (including
industrial parks and sites)

0%

Support to social enterprises (SMEs)

0%

Development and promotion of commercial
tourism assets in SMEs

Development and promotion of commercial
tourism services in or for SMEs

Development and promotion of cultural and
creative assets in SMEs

Development and promotion of cultural and
creative services in or for SMEs

Business
development

IV.
Development
of endogenous
potential

Business
development

081

X

0%

0%

0%

0%

0%

Access to public sector information
(including open data e-Culture, digital
libraries, e-Content and e-Tourism)

0%

0%

IV.
Development
of endogenous
potential

Business
development

IV.
Development
of endogenous
potential

Business
development

IV.
Development
of endogenous
potential

Business
development

IV.
Development
of endogenous
potential

Business
development

IV.
Development
of endogenous
potential

Business
development

IV.
Development
of endogenous
potential

Business
development

IV.
Development
of endogenous
potential

Information and
communication
technology
(ICT) —
demand
stimulation,
applications and
services

X

Information and
communication
technology
(ICT) —
demand
stimulation,
applications and
services

X

IV.
Development
of endogenous
potential

IV.
Development
of endogenous
potential

Information and
communication
technology
(ICT) —
demand
stimulation,
applications and
services

X
X

083

X

084

X

085

X

086

X

087

088

089

090

X

091

092

56

ICT solutions addressing the healthy active
ageing challenge and e-Health services and
applications (including e-Care and ambient
assisted living)

0%

ICT Services and applications for SMEs
(including e-Commerce, e-Business and
networked business processes), living labs,
web entrepreneurs and ICT start-ups)

0%

Air quality measures

40 %

IV.
Development
of endogenous
potential

Information and
communication
technology
(ICT) —
demand
stimulation,
applications and
services

IV.
Development
of endogenous
potential

Information and
communication
technology
(ICT) —
demand
stimulation,
applications and
services

IV.
Development
of endogenous
potential

Environment

IV.
Development
of endogenous
potential

Environment

IV.
Development
of endogenous
potential

Environment

IV.
Development
of endogenous
potential

Environment

IV.
Development
of endogenous
potential

Environment

IV.
Development
of endogenous
potential

Environment

IV.
Development
of endogenous
potential

Environment

IV.
Development
of endogenous
potential

Environment

IV.
Development
of endogenous
potential

Environment

IV.
Development
of endogenous
potential

Environment

X
082

e-Government services and applications
(including e-Procurement, ICT measures
supporting the reform of public
administration, cyber-security, trust
and privacy measures, e-Justice and
e-Democracy)

e-Inclusion, e-Accessibility, e-Learning and
e-Education services and applications,
digital literacy

IV.
Development
of endogenous
potential

Integrated pollution prevention and control
(IPPC)

40 %

Protection and enhancement of biodiversity,
nature protection and green infrastructure

40 %

Protection, restoration and sustainable use
of Natura 2000 sites

40 %

Adaptation to climate change measures
and prevention and management of climate
UHODWHGULVNVHJHURVLRQÀUHVÁRRGLQJ
storms and drought, including awareness
raising, civil protection and disaster
management systems and infrastructures

100 %

Risk prevention and management of
non-climate related natural risks (i.e.
earthquakes) and risks linked to human
activities (e.g. technological accidents),
including awareness raising, civil protection
and disaster management systems and
infrastructures

0%

Rehabilitation of industrial sites and
contaminated land

0%

Cycle tracks and footpaths

100 %

Development and promotion of the tourism
potential of natural areas

0%

Protection, development and promotion of
public tourism assets

0%

X

X

X
X
X
X

X

X

X
X
X
X
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093

094

095

094

095

096

097

098

099

100

101

102

103

58

Development and promotion of public
tourism services

Protection, development and promotion of
public cultural and heritage assets

0%

0%

Development and promotion of public
cultural and heritage services

0%

Protection, development and promotion of
public cultural and heritage assets

0%

Development and promotion of public
cultural and heritage services

0%

Institutional capacity of public
administrations and public services related
to implementation of the ERDF or actions
supporting ESF institutional capacity
initiatives

0%

Community-led local development initiatives
in urban and rural areas

0%

Outermost regions: compensation of any
DGGLWLRQDOFRVWVGXHWRDFFHVVLELOLW\GHÀFLW
and territorial fragmentation

0%

2XWHUPRVWUHJLRQVVSHFLÀFDFWLRQWR
compensate additional costs due to size
market factors

0%

Outermost regions: support to compensate
additional costs due to climate conditions
DQGUHOLHIGLIÀFXOWLHV

40 %

&URVVÀQDQFLQJXQGHUWKH(5') VXSSRUW
to ESF-type actions necessary for the
satisfactory implementation of the ERDF
part of the operation and directly linked to it)

0%

Access to employment for job-seekers and
inactive people, including the long-term
unemployed and people far from the labour
market, also through local employment
initiatives and support for labour mobility

0%

Sustainable integration into the labour
market of young people, in particular
those not in employment, education or
training, including young people at risk
of social exclusion and young people
from marginalised communities, including
through the implementation of the Youth
Guarantee

0%

IV.
Development
of endogenous
potential

Environment

IV.
Development
of endogenous
potential

Environment

IV.
Development
of endogenous
potential

Environment

IV.
Development
of endogenous
potential

Environment

IV.
Development
of endogenous
potential

Environment

IV.
Development
of endogenous
potential

Other

IV.
Development
of endogenous
potential

Other

IV.
Development
of endogenous
potential

Other

IV.
Development
of endogenous
potential

Other

IV.
Development
of endogenous
potential

Other

IV.
Development
of endogenous
potential

Other

V. Promoting
sustainable
and quality
employment
and supporting
labour mobility
V. Promoting
sustainable
and quality
employment
and supporting
labour mobility

104

X
X

105

X
106

Self-employment, entrepreneurship and
business creation including innovative
micro, small and medium sized enterprises

0%

Equality between men and women in all
areas, including in access to employment,
career progression, reconciliation of work
and private life and promotion of equal pay
for equal work

0%

Adaptation of workers, enterprises and
entrepreneurs to change

0%

X
X

107

Active and healthy ageing

0%

X
108

X
X

109

Modernisation of labour market institutions,
such as public and private employment
services, and improving the matching
of labour market needs, including
throughactions that enhance transnational
labour mobility as well as through mobility
schemes and better cooperation between
institutions and relevant stakeholders

0%

Active inclusion, including with a view to
promoting equal opportunities and active
participation, and improving employability

0%

Socio-economic integration of marginalised
communities such as the Roma

0%

Combating all forms of discrimination and
promoting equal opportunities

0%

Enhancing access to affordable, sustainable
and high-quality services, including health
care and social services of general interest

0%

Promoting social entrepreneurship and
vocational integration in social enterprises
and the social and solidarity economy in
order to facilitate access to employment

0%

Community-led local development
strategies

0%

X
110

X
111

X
112

X
113

X
114

V. Promoting
sustainable
and quality
employment
and supporting
labour mobility

X

V. Promoting
sustainable
and quality
employment
and supporting
labour mobility
V. Promoting
sustainable
and quality
employment
and supporting
labour mobility

X

X

V. Promoting
sustainable
and quality
employment
and supporting
labour mobility
V. Promoting
sustainable
and quality
employment
and supporting
labour mobility

X

X

VI. Promoting
social inclusion,
combating
poverty and any
discrimination

X

VI. Promoting
social inclusion,
combating
poverty and any
discrimination

X

VI. Promoting
social inclusion,
combating
poverty and any
discrimination

X

VI. Promoting
social inclusion,
combating
poverty and any
discrimination

X

VI. Promoting
social inclusion,
combating
poverty and any
discrimination
VI. Promoting
social inclusion,
combating
poverty and any
discrimination

X

X
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115

Reducing and preventing early schoolleaving and promoting equal access to
good quality early-childhood, primary and
secondary education including formal, nonformal and informal learning pathways for
reintegrating into education and training

0%

,PSURYLQJWKHTXDOLW\DQGHIÀFLHQF\RIDQG
access to, tertiary and equivalent education
with a view to increasing participation
and attainment levels, especially for
disadvantaged groups

0%

Enhancing equal access to lifelong learning
for all age groups in formal, non-formal and
informal settings, upgrading the knowledge,
skills and competences of the workforce,
DQGSURPRWLQJÁH[LEOHOHDUQLQJSDWKZD\V
including through career guidance and
validation of acquired competences

0%

Improving the labour market relevance of
education and training systems, facilitating
the transition from education to work,
and strengthening vocational education
and training systems and their quality,
including through mechanisms for skills
anticipation, adaptation of curricula and
the establishment and development of
work-based learning systems, including
dual learning systems and apprenticeship
schemes

0%

Investment in institutional capacity and in
WKHHIÀFLHQF\RISXEOLFDGPLQLVWUDWLRQVDQG
public services at the national, regional and
local levels with a view to reforms, better
regulation and good governance

0%

Capacity building for all stakeholders
delivering education, lifelong learning,
training and employment and social
policies, including through sectoral and
territorial pacts to mobilise for reform at the
national, regional and local levels

0%

121

Preparation, implementation, monitoring
and inspection

0%

Technical
Assistance

X

122

Evaluation and studies

0%

Technical
Assistance

X

123

Information and communication

0%

Technical
Assistance

X

116

117

118

119

120

VII. Investing
in education,
training and
vocational
training for skills
and lifelong
learning

X

VII. Investing
in education,
training and
vocational
training for skills
and lifelong
learning

X

VII. Investing
in education,
training and
vocational
training for skills
and lifelong
learning

X

VII. Investing
in education,
training and
vocational
training for skills
and lifelong
learning

X

VIII. Enhancing
institutional
capacity of public
authorities and
stakeholders and
HIÀFLHQWSXEOLF
administration

X

VIII. Enhancing
institutional
capacity of public
authorities and
stakeholders and
HIÀFLHQWSXEOLF
administration

X

TOTAL

60

39 22 62

0

0
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views and position of the Greens/EFA in the European
Parliament. Responsibility for the information and views
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